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Welcome Note
ORF is delighted to welcome you to New Delhi for the 6th edition of CyFy, India’s flag-
ship conference on technology, security and society. Since we last met, ORF hosted the 
maiden edition of CyFy Africa in Morocco, bringing together over 140 speakers from 40 
countries to discuss questions of innovation, growth and equity at a time when digital 
technologies are upending the traditional models that have organized societies. 

CyFy Africa was unique, in that over half the speakers were participating on our plat-
form for the first time since the inaugural edition in 2013. We see incubating new minds 
as an urgent imperative, and we are happy to report that this edition in New Delhi will 
host the same percentage of debutant speakers, whose fresh perspectives and ideas 
we are eager to hear.   

Our platform prides itself on diversity—of race, gender, ethnicity, age and geography. 
And while we have finally begun to meet the high standards we have set for ourselves at 
CyFy, we know diversity is not an end in itself; it is a means for us to solve fresh posers 
and listen to fresh solutions. 

Indeed, this past year has made clear that communities from around the world are des-
perately searching for new ideas to manage cyberspace. The EU believes that the GDPR 
will protect individual rights in a data-rich world; the US is upending accepted norms 
such as network neutrality; the UN GGE failed to reach a consensus on state behavior in 
cyberspace; and India’s Aadhaar ecosystem has received judicial sanction but left open 
the involvement of its burgeoning private sector on this platform.    

Each of these developments will have significant implications for the future of cyber-
space. And it is clear to ORF that unless we bring together diverse perspectives and 
guarantee the plurality of opinion, it is likely that cyberspace will fall prey to 20th 
century paradigms; where might is right and the power of the amplifier decides the 
discourse. 

This risk is exacerbated as new technologies persistently probe our capability to man-
age them and their social and political consequences. Artificial Intelligence has stepped 
out of the silver screen to become a potent force in all aspects of our life. The Internet 
of Things has become the Internet of People, as devices, data and platforms blend 
seamlessly among users and consumers to create new opportunities and risks. It is 
clear that the synthesis of predictive technology, autonomous systems and intelligent 
beings will test our ability to govern complex societies.  

We must ask then, if technology itself is the answer to our problems. Can it provide 



tools and solutions to address the disruptions we face? Even if this is possible, is it truly 
desirable? Or are we better off placing humans at the frontier of designing emergent 
systems? Should existing and accepted political regimes exercise control over our tech-
nology enabled future? Again, is this possible, or even desirable? 

In truth, both will have a part to play in finding solutions— although to what extent 
or measure remains an open question. We must therefore ask if the resultant order 
will change the divides of the past? Will technology act as a great leveler—challenging 
existing networks and hierarchies? Will we discover a new North and a new South in 
cyberspace as well?  Is this probable, and will it be desirable? 

At CyFy this year, delegates, speakers and participants will debate many such funda-
mental questions that are agitating cyberspace. They will search for new solutions—as-
sessing which values, actors and institutions will be key to managing technologies of 
the future. And they will seek to ideate a new role for humans in the knowledge age; 
responding to the enduring need for equitable social structures and governance mech-
anisms. Essentially, what is at stake for human societies in the 21st century is providing 
paychecks, protection and purpose.   

At ORF we are pleased that the CyFy platform has created a growing community of 
stakeholders to discuss these issues out of India. And New Delhi, the capital of numer-
ous civilizations and regimes, and the epicenter of over a billion individuals, is perhaps 
the perfect venue to host this community. We look forward to the next three days and 
hope that CyFy can generate ideas to prevent conflict, provide an arena where ideas 
contest and a platform where we may discover the elusive consensus.

       Sunjoy Joshi                                                                                                   Samir Saran                 
     Chairman, ORF                                                                                           Chair, CyFy
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Wednesday
October,3

16:30 to 17:30

18:25 to 18:40

17:30 to 17:40

17:40 to 18:25

18:40 to 19:00

19:00 to 20:00

Registration

Tea/Coffee

Opening Statement (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
• Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation and Chair, 

CyFy.

Big Questions: Technology, Security and Society (Venue: Diwan-i-
am)
• Sunjoy Joshi, Chairman, Observer Research Foundation
• Arun Mohan Sukumar, Head Cyber Initiative, Observer Research 

Foundation and Co-chair, CyFy
• Mahima Kaul, Director, Public Policy, Twitter India and South Asia, 

and Co-chair, CyFy
• Latha Reddy,Distinguished Fellow, Observer Research Foundation-

and Co-Chair, Global Commision on the Stability of Cyberspace

Keynote 1: Data and Governance (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
• Taavi Kotka, Head of Jio Research Centre, Estonia and Founder and 

CEO, Proud Engineers.

Data Divides the World (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
The old millennial ideas of a borderless world of market democracies 
-  where government was less important and authority could be shared 
among many “stakeholders” is collapsing.  Between Brussels and Bei-
jing, the internet will be regulated (the US will be on the sidelines), but if 
done wrong, this regulation will threaten innovation and growth.  What 
needs to be regulated and how should we do it without killing the inter-
net.
• Troels Oerting Jorengsen, Head, Global Centre for Cyber Security, 

World Economic Forum.
• Gulshan Rai, National Cybersecurity Coordinator, National Security 

Council Secretariat, India.
• Anna Maria Osula, Senior Researcher, Tallinn University of Technol-



Wednesday
October,3

20:00 to 22:00

ogy, School of Information Technologies, Department of Software 
Science.

• Angela McKay, Senior Director, Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, Mi-
crosoft.

• James Lewis, Senior Vice President and Director of Technology and 
Policy Program, Centre for Strategic and International Studies (Chair).

Inaugural Cocktails and Dinner (Venue: Poolside Lawns).



Thursday
October,4

10:00 to 11:00 

11:00 to 12:00 

12:00 to 12:15 

12:15 to 13:15 

Registration (Venue: Diwan-i-am)

The Devil is in the Data: GDPR/Personal Data Protection Bill and 
Governance Frameworks (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
With the operationalisation of the GDPR and the release of India’s draft 
Personal Data Protection Bill, Europe and India are undergoing signifi-
cant changes to their data governance frameworks. These changes will 
not only affect how companies collect and process data but also usher 
in institutional transformation in how these states accountability mech-
anisms and future-proof their regulatory bodies. What steps must gov-
ernments in Europe and India take to minimise disruption while building 
privacy-protecting institutional architecture.
• Lenard R. Koschwitz, Director for Europe Affairs, Allied for Startups.
• Kasia Odrozek, Manager, Internet Health Report, Mozilla Foundation.
• Aaron Cooper, Vice President, Global Policy, Business Software Alli-

ance.
• Megha Arora, Data Scientist, Palantir Technologies.
• Peter Micek, General Counsel, Access Now.
• Rahul Matthan, Partner, Trilegal (Chair).

Tea/Coffee

War  by Other Means: Influence Operations in Cyberspace (Ven-
ue:  Diwan-i-am)
This panel will take stock of cyber-enabled influence operations that 
have occurred in the 21st Century and examine the range of the respons-
es available to nations to protect their sovereignty from cyber-interfer-
ence while maintaining the openness of their national institutions. It will 
analyse whether the answer lies in softer, normative approaches or in 
the creation of an international treaty.
• Morteza Shahrezaye, Political Data Science Researcher, Technical 

University of Munich.
• Benjamin Ang, Senior Fellow, Centre of Excellence for National Secu-

rity, RSIS.
• Rema Rajeshwari, District Police Chief-Mahbubnagar, Telengana.



Thursday
October,4

13:15 to 13:25 

13:30 to 15:30 

13:30 to 15:30 

• Marek Szczygiel, Ambassador at Large for International Cyber Policy, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland.

• Stephanie Macllelan, Senior Research Associate, Centre for Interna-
tional Governance Innovation.

• Sean Kanuck, Director of Cyber, Space and Future Conflict, Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies and Co-Chair, CyFy (Chair).

Spotlight Speech by Sanjay Kumar Verma, Additional Secretary 
Administration,  Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India.
Working  Lunch- Startup Sandbox: Development Inc. (Venue: 
Aftab Mahtab)
Facilitator:
• Shuvaloy Majumdar, Munk Senior Fellow with the Macdonald-Laurier 

Institute.
Lead Interventions: 
• Sanjay Anandram, Venture Partner, Seedfund.
• Abdou Lo, Director for Africa, Access Partnership.
• Ashwin Rangan, Senior Vice President of Engineering & Chief Infor-

mation Officer, ICANN.
• Maggie Sprenger, Managing Director, Green Cow Venture Capital.
• Amey Mashelkar, Head, JioGenNext.
• Aishwarya Balaji, Founder and CEO, Impact Chain Lab.
• Mohammed Hisamuddin, Founder and CEO, Entri.Me.

Working  Lunch- Beyond the Public Core: Protecting Software 
(Venue: Longchamp)
Protection of the public core of the internet and critical information in-
frastructure has little value when states continue to build arsenals of 
vulnerabilities that target software and operating systems that this in-
frastructure relies on. Can we conceive a norm that calls on states to not 
hamper the integrity of mass market products that the world relies on.
• Zine Homburger, Doctoral Researcher, The Hague Program on Cyber 

Norms, Leiden University.
• Madhulika Srikumar, Associate Fellow and Programme Coordinator, 



Thursday
October,4

13:30 to 15:30

15:30 to 16:15 

Observer Research Foundation.
• François Delerue, Researcher, Cyber Defence and International Law, 

Institute for Strategic Studies, French Military School.
• Kaja Ciglic, Director, Director, Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, Mi-

crosoft.
• Latha Reddy, Distinguished Fellow, Observer Research Foundation 

and Co-Chair, Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace 
(Chair).

Working  Lunch:  Insuring  Cyberspace and Monetising Risk 
(Venue: Villa Medici)
Companies are spending an increasing amount on securing their busi-
nesses from cyber threats with global expenditure on cybersecurity 
products and services expected to exceed $1 trillion, from 2017 to 2021. 
Businesses not only have to manage risk across their own supply chain 
but also ensure they are not vulnerable to risks arising out of their part-
ners and the ecosystem. How can insurers, as a result, calculate cyber 
risk and design customized offerings? How can cyber risk insurance be 
made more accessible to smaller players in the market?
• Caitriona Heinl, Executive Strategist and Lead Strategist for Asia Pa-

cific at EXEDEC International.
• Sundeep Oberoi, Global Head, Information Risk Management, Tata 

Consultancy Services.
• Gautam Saxena, Head of Strategic Development, Axiata Digital. 
• Danielle Kriz, Senior Director, Global Policy, Palo Alto Networks.
• May-Ann Lim, Executive Directo, Asia Clod Computing Association.
• KS Park, Founder and Executive Director, OpenNet Korea (Chair).

The Bear on the Web - Discussing Russia’s Digital Future. (Venue: 
Diwan-i-Am)
Russia may be the most talked about but certainly one of the least heard 
actors in cyberspace. Consumed by larger narratives around great pow-
er rivalry, it is rare to hear today what Russians think about their digital 
economy, what attitudes characterise the country’s digital natives and 
the steady informatisation of the Russian society. 



Thursday
October,4

16:15 to16:30 
16:30to 17:15 

17:15to 17:25 

• Viktoriia Ivanchenko, Editor-in-chief of PICREADI (Creative Diploma-
cy) Network.

• Oleg Sharikov, Consultant (Digital diplomacy) , PIR Centre.
• Ilona Stadnik, Doctoral Scholar, School of International Relations, 

Saint-Petersburg State University.
• Tatiana Stolyarova, News Anchor, Russia-24.
• Arun Mohan Sukumar, Head, Cyber Initiative, Observer Research 

Foundation, Co-Chair, CyFy (Chair).
Break

Keynote 2: Black Box Warfare and the Need for a New Strategic 
Genius (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
• Klon Kitchen, Senior Fellow, Heritage Foundation.

Gender and the Gig Economy (Venue: Diwan-i-am) 
As the nature of work becomes more individualized and workplaces shift 
from fields, factories and offices to the cloud, the gender dynamics in 
traditional work are being replicated in the gig-based and digitally en-
abled economy. Can technology be leveraged to ensure a non-gender 
valuation of digital services and thus reduce bias in hiring and remuner-
ation? In the context of informalizing workspaces, how can we ensure the 
digital and physical safety of workers? How can the flexibility enabled 
through the gig economy be leveraged to increase female labour force 
participation without reinforcing preexisting gender roles and norms?
• Rajeev Peshawaria, CEO, Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre.
• Catalina Ruiz Navarro, Editor-in-chief, Volcanica Magazine.
• Madhulika Srikumar, Associate Fellow and Programme Coordinator, 

Observer Research Foundation.
• Regina Sipos, Founder and Director, Social Digital Innovation.
• Sonal Jaitly, Theme Leader, Gender & Financial Literacy, Small Indus-

tries Development Bank of India.
• Khalila Kellz Mbowe, Founder and CEO, Unleashed Africa (Chair).

Ministerial Address (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
• Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister of Electronics and Information Tech-

nology and Law and Justice, Government of India

Tea/Coffee
17:25to 17:40 

17:40to 18:40 



Thursday
October,4

18:40to 18:55 Tea/Coffee

18:55to 19:05 

20:05to 20:15

20:15to 22:15 

19:05to 20:05 

Speedtalk: Technology Oversight and Accountability (Venue: Di-
wan-i-am)
• Thorsten Wetzling, Project Director, Stiftung Neue Verantwortung, 

Berlin

Spotlight Speech by GV Srinivas, Joint Secretary (Cyber Diploma-
cy), Ministry of External Affairs, India

Working Dinner: Private Sector Tech and Militarisation (Venue: 
Long Champ) 

Networked  Radicalisation: Countering Online Extremism (Ven-
ue: Diwan-i-am)
Developing counter-narratives by promoting non-discrimination, toler-
ance and respect through awareness-raising activities is an essential 
remedy to hate or extremist speech online. This, however, is not the only 
strategy that states can adopt. How are governments world over build-
ing contextual solutions to fight hatred online – especially targeted ru-
mours spread on encrypted platforms? What are some of the campaigns 
developed and executed by leading communication service providers 
that have resonated with online communities?
• Abdul Hakim Ajijola, Founding & Steering Committee member of the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation – Computer Emergency Response 
Team (OIC-CERT).

• Sumaiya Shaikh, Neuroscientist and Post-Doctoral Fellow, Linköping 
University Hospital.

• Kanchan Gupta, Commissioning Editor, ABP News.
• Gulizar Haciyakupoglu, Research Fellow, Centre of Excellence for Na-

tional Security, RSIS Singapore
• Chloe de Preneuf, Policy Expert, Middle East and North Africa. 
• Mahima Kaul, Director, Public Policy, Twitter India and South Asia, 

and Co-Chair CyFy.



Thursday
October,4

20:15to 22:15 Working Dinner: Securing  Digital Payments: Norms on Preserv-
ing Financial Stability (Venue: Aftab Mahtab)
The numerous players involved in digital banking make it a complex eco-
system to secure and in turn regulate. The digital payments landscape 
consists of customers, merchants, banks, debit/credit card networks, 
clearing/settlement organizations, application providers, third party 
payment providers, wireless carriers, and handset/chip manufactur-
ers. This multiplicity poses many challenges for security, transparency, 
standard setting and capacity development. How can governments and 
private sector come together to develop and promote norms to secure 
financial infrastructure?
• Mamta Kohli, Senior Social Development Advisor at Department for 

International Development, UK.
• Gwendoline Abunaw, Managing Director, Ecobank, Cameroon.
• Abhinav Sinha, Co founder, Eko India Finantial Services
• Abhishant Pant, Founder Cashless Journey.*
• Rohan Mishra, Director, Global Policy Affairs at MasterCard (Chair).

Recent controversies around Google’s Maven and Amazon’s Rekogni-
tion projects have brought into sharp relief the level of user discomfort 
with mass-use technology platforms working with security and military 
agencies. Leveraging technology for national security is underway and 
inevitable in the future - is it better for these cooperative mechanisms 
to operate openly with a certain degree of public accountability rather 
than be relegated into grey markets?
• Kara Frederick, Research Associate, Technology and National Securi-

ty Program, Center for New American Security.
• John Mallery, Research Scientist, Computer Science & Artificial Intelli-

gence Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
• Yoko Nitta, Senior Fellow, Japan Society for Security and Crisis Man-

agement, Tokyo
• Dustin Lewis, Senior Researcher, Harvard Law School Program on In-

ternational Law and Armed Conflict.
• Chris Demchak, Member, Executive Board, Cyber Conflict Studies As-

sociation (Chair).



Thursday
October,4

20:45to 22:15

Working  Dinner: Creativity, Constraints and Capacity: Technolo-
gy for Development (Venue: Villa Medici)
From smart learning and accessibility to sustainable cities, technolo-
gy and innovation are creating breakthrough impact on today’s human 
challenges. In a world mired with developmental challenges and limit-
ed resources, how can investors and governments identify technologies 
that hold true promise? How must capacity for developing these tech-
nologies be built?
• Savannah Kunovsky, Head of Product, Affective Software
• Koketso Tlhabanelo, Manager, AT Kearney
• Max F. Scheichenost, Co-Founder and Managing Partner, Falcon 

Agency.
• Jaydeep Biswas, Senior Governance Advisor, Department for Interna-

tional Development (DFID), India (Chair).

Dinner (Venue: Diwan-i-Khas)

20:15to  22:15 



Friday
October,5

10:00 to 11:00  

12:00 to 12:15

12:15 to 12:25

12:25 to 13:05  

11:00 to 12:00  

Registration 

Tea/Coffee

Digital Peace Introduction

Purpose, Paychecks and Protection: The Future of Work (Venue: 
Diwan-i-am)
Rapid digitization and technological adoption are changing our work-
places, our jobs and the nature of work itself. These transformations 
threaten to undermine prevailing systems of social security and protec-
tion, education and skilling, and employment relations. In the context 
of increasing non-standard forms of employment, what lessons can be 
learned from largely informal economies that have already found ways 
of approximating social security and protection systems? What will new 
models of education and skilling need to look like to address existing 
and future needs? And, how can the opportunities presented by new em-

Future of the Tech Accord (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
Technology giants came together in 2018 to sign the “Cybersecurity Tech 
Accord”, a non-partisan initiative to commit businesses and digital ser-
vice providers to prevent, mitigate and respond to cyber-attacks. De-
spite initial reservations about their tendency to “silo-”ise cybersecurity 
decision making within their own companies, the Accord has expanded 
their ambit to include norms on routing security and has called on ICANN 
to secure WHOIS data. Will this momentum last, and how can states “el-
evate” some of these much needed commitments from companies to 
binding conduct in cyberspace?
• Kaja Ciglic, Director, Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, Microsoft.
• Gail Kent, Public Policy Lead for Law Enforcement and Surveillance, 

Facebook.
• Arun Mohan Sukumar, Head, Cyber Initiative, Observer Research 

Foundation and Co-Chair, CyFy.
• Ephraim Percy Kenyanito, Programme Officer Digital, Article19.
• Shweta Rajpal Kohli, Country Director, Government Affairs and Public 

Policy, Salesforce (Chair).



Friday
October,5

13:05 to 15:05  

13:05 to 15:05  

15:05 to 15:20  

ployment forms, formats and relations be leveraged for a more inclusive 
future of work?
Release of the Future of Work Report
• Speedtalk: Rajeev Peshawaria, CEO, Iclif Leadership and Governance 

Centre.
• Speedtalk: Rohan Malhotra, Co-Founder, Investopad
• Speedtalk: Terri Chapman, Associate Fellow, Observer Research 

Foundation.

Working Lunch: CEOs Roundtable with Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and Petro-
leum and Natural Gas (Venue Aftab Mahtab) - (by invite only).

Working Lunch: Back to Going Dark  (Venue: Longchamp)
The last few years have seen a resurgence of the privacy v. security di-
chotomy. Amidst calls for data localization and de-anonymisation, tech-
nology companies have been presented with a choice: build accountabil-
ity into your systems or be accountable. Is a resolution to the going dark 
debate possible? Does the answer lie in technology controls, criminal 
justice reforms or something else entirely?
• Baijayant Panda, Former, Member of Parliament, India
• Manish Tewari, Former Minister of Information and Broadcasting, In-

dia
• Joanne Wong, Manager, Cyber Security Agency, Singapore
• Arun Mohan Sukumar, Head, Cyber Initiative, Observer Research 

Foundation. (Chair)

Keynote 2: A Multilingual Internet of the Future (Venue: Diwan-i-
am)
• Ashwin Rangan, Senior Vice President of Engineering & Chief Infor-

mation Officer, ICANN



Friday
October,5

In Pursuit of Autonomy: AI Policy and Ethics (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
Over 20 countries in the past two years have announced task forces and 
launched national strategies to prepare for an AI-driven economy. To 
ensure inclusivity, safety and security of emerging AI systems, states are 
leading the narrative on research and investment in AI.  What are the 
challenges that algorithmic decision-making and AI can pose in gover-
nance and other services?
• Wolfram von Heynitz, Head, Cyber Policy Coordination Staff, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Germany.
• Shailesh Kumar, Chief Data Scientist, Centre of Excellence in AI/ML, 

Reliance Jio.
• Sarah Mooney, Head of Science and Innovation India, Regional Direc-

tor India, the Middle East and Africa, British High Commission, New 
Delhi.

• Chor Pharn Lee, Principal Strategist, Strategy Group, Prime Minister’s 
Office, Singapore.

• Bhairav Acharya, Public Policy Manager, Facebook.
• Vidushi Marda, Digital Programme Officer, Article 19

15:20 to 16:20  

16:20 to 16:35  

16:35 to 16:45  

16:45 to 17:45  

Tea/Coffee

Speedtalk: Human Control over Autonomous Weapons (Venue: Di-
wan-i-am)
• Yves Heller ICRC Regional Delegation, New Delhi

Algorithms, AI and Armed Conflict (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
With the CCW Group of Governmental Experts concluding its meetings 
in August, it has become imperative to define minimum levels of human 
control over Autonomous Weapon Systems. What weapons are currently 
in use by militaries that depend on artificial intelligence? How will ques-
tions around bias and unpredictability of these weapons be resolved?
• Dustin Lewis, Senior Researcher, Harvard Law School Program on In-

ternational Law and Armed Conflict.
• Subhashish Banerjee, Professor, Computer Science and Engineering, 

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.



Friday
October,5

17:45 to 17:55  

17:55 to 18:10  

18:10 to 19:10  

19:10 to 19:40  

19:40 onwards  

• Lydia Kostopolous, Senior Researcher, Digital Society Institute, ESMT, 
Berlin.

• Kara Frederick, Research Associate, Technology and National Securi-
ty Program, Center for New American Security.

• Bedavyasa Mohanty, Associate Fellow, Observer Research Foundation 
and Curator, CyFy (Chair).

Tea/Coffee

Whose Data is it Anyway? (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
With several wings of the Indian government calling for data localisa-
tion, concerns around cost of compliance and privacy rights become am-
plified. How can governments move towards more cooperative regimes 
for data sharing where access is based on where the user is situated and 
not where the data is located? How can bilateral/multilateral data shar-
ing agreements provide an alternative to localisation?
• Rama Vedashree, CEO, Data Security Council of India.
• Nikhil Pahwa, Founder and Editor, Medianama.
• Justin Hemmings, Research Faculty Member, Georgia Institute of 

Technology Scheller College of Business.
• Arghya Sengupta, Founder & Research Director, Vidhi Centre for Legal 

Policy.
• Christopher Martin, Director, Asia Pacific, Access Partnership.
• Shamika Ravi, Director of Research, Brookings India (Chair).

Closing Session (Venue: Diwan-i-am)
• Samir Saran, President Observer Research Foundation and Chair, 

CyFy.

Dinner

• Speedtalk: Technology and the Overutilization of Natural Re-
sources (Venue: Diwan-i-am)   

• - Janet Salem, Programme Officer, Resource Efficiency and Sustain-
able Consumption and Production, United Nations.



Speakers



Aaron Cooper
Vice President, Global Policy, Business Software Alliance

Aaron Cooper serves as Vice President, Global Policy with BSA | The Software Alli-
ance. In this role, Cooper leads BSA’s global policy team and contributes to the ad-
vancement of
BSA members’ policy priorities: data privacy and security, intellectual property, 
and trade. Cooper joined BSA in February 2016 as Vice President, Strategic Policy 
Initiatives. Prior to joining BSA, Cooper served as the Chief Counsel for Intellectual 
Property and Antitrust Law for Chairman Patrick Leahy on the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee. Most recently, Cooper was of counsel at Covington and Burling, where he 
provided strategic counseling and policy advice on a range of intellectual property, 
communications, and privacy issues. Cooper has also served as Legal Counsel to Sen-
ator Paul Sarbanes.

Aishwarya Balaji
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Impact Chain Lab

Aishwarya Balaji is the Co-Founder and CEO of the Impact Chain Lab, a blockchain 
innovation lab focused on global development and launching their first project, By-
stander, which focuses on using blockchain for high integrity on the ground primary 
data collection in developing countries. She is also an investor for 37 Angels, a wom-
en-led angel network. Aishwarya started her career in consulting at PwC, and moved 
on to join Build Academy, an education technology startup, as their first employee. 
She is passionate about developing systems that challenge the current order, pro-
moting women in tech, entrepreneurship and venture capital, and breaking down 
cultural barriers.

Arun Mohan Sukumar
Head, Cyber Initiative, Observer Research Foundation and 
Co-Chair, CyFy

Arun Sukumar heads ORF’s Cyber Security and Internet Governance Initiative and 
is the Co-Chair of CyFy: The India Conference on Cyber Security and Internet Gover-
nance. He is the elected Vice Chair of the Asia-Pacific Regional Internet Governance 
Forum. By invitation from the UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), Arun 
recently served as an independent legal expert to the UN GGE, the intergovernmental 
forum tasked with conceiving cyber norms. He was also the nongovernmental repre-
sentative in India’s official delegation to the Tallinn Manual consultations to articu-
late laws of armed conflict in cyberspace. Arun is a member of the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Future Council on the Digital Economy and Society. He has previously 
served on the editorial board of The Hindu, and is a lawyer by training.

Abhishant Pant
Founder, Cashless Journey

Abhishant Pant is a Mumbai-based fintech expert and has more than a decade of 
hands-on experience of payments landscape. His specialization has been in working 
with Prepaid, Travel Forex, Mobile Money, Fintech’s (Lending, KYC, and Payments) and 
Government initiatives of Financial Inclusion for the bottom of the pyramid. He was 
recently named among TOP 100 Fintech Professionals in Asia.



Abdul-Hakeem Ajijola
Founding and Steering Committee Member of the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooperation - Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (OIC-CERT)

Abdul-Hakeem Ajijola is a Founding and Steering Committee Member of the OIC-CERT. 
He is the Executive Chairman of Consultancy Support Services Ltd., a cyber security 
and information communication technology (ICT) consultancy firm in Abuja. He is a
mentor to the African forum of Computer Incident Response Teams (AfricaCERT), and 
instigator of the Office of the National Security Adviser Nigeria Computer Emergen-
cy Response Team (NGCERT). He implemented the National Information Technology 
Development Agency - Nigerian Computer Emergency Readiness & Response ecosys-
tem, and is a member of the Nigerian Cybercrime Working Group.

Arghya Sengupta
Founder and Research Director, Vidhi Centre for Legal Pol-
icy

Arghya is the Founder and Research Director at Vidhi. He graduated with a B.A. LL.B 
(Hons.) from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore, as a gold med-
allist in 2008. Subsequently he was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship and graduated 
with a distinction in the BCL at Oxford University. He went on to be awarded a D.Phil 
in Law at Oxford University, where he taught for two years as a Lecturer in Adminis-
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+20 eCommerce companies in APAC. He started his first eCommerce company at the 
age of 22 which was eventually acquired by Google Inc. Max’s specialization is in 
building and growing high-performance (digital) teams, validating, accelerating and 
scaling (digital) enterprises with a focus on effective digital consumer journeys. No-
table companies he co-founded, invested and/or accelerated regionally as well as 
globally: DailyDeal (acquired by Google Inc.), Duriana (acquired by Carousell), wow.
lk (acquired by Dialog), smarchive (acquired by T-Venture), RoomService (acquired 
by Foodpanda), deliveroo (raised more than U$890MM) and Klook (raised more than 
U$290MM)

May-Ann Lim
Managing Director, TRPC Pte. Ltd.; Executive Director, Asia 
Cloud Computing Association (ACCA)

May-Ann is the Managing Director of research consultancy TRPC Pte Ltd, and is con-
currently the Executive Director of the Asia Cloud Computing Association (ACCA). 
She has previously worked with many global, regional, and local organisations such 
as APEC, ASEAN, PECC, the ACCA, and the Asia Internet Coalition (AIC), on thought 
leadership development, government outreach and stakeholder engagement efforts, 
such as the development of the ASEAN ICT Masterplan 2020. She also sits on vari-
ous task forces, such as the World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Future Council for 
Human Rights (2016-2018), and has served as Exco member for the Internet Society 
(ISOC) Singapore Chapter. Her career has spanned global, regional and local institu-
tions, including the World Bank, World Vision, the Singapore Institute of International 
Affairs (SIIA), and the Singapore Internet Project.

Mohammed Hisamuddin
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Entri

Mohammed Hisamuddin is the Founder and CEO of Entri. Entri is a test prep platform 
that helps people get jobs by making different types of content available in regional 
languages.



Megha Arora
Data Scientist, Palantir Technologies

Megha Arora is a Data Scientist with the Privacy and Civil Liberties team at Palantir 
Technologies where she seeks solutions to hard problems for the world’s most im-
portant organizations. Her unique role is focused on tailoring Palantir to solve the 
data and analytical problems of their customers in a privacy preserving way. She 
holds a Master’s degree in Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon University. Megha 
has led her own non-profit initiatives and data-driven projects for the Indian govern-
ment and organizations like CERN. She cares deeply about incorporating fairness, 
transparency and accountability in Machine Learning applications, and safeguarding 
digital information in our increasingly data-rich societies.

Morteza Shahrezaye
Political Data Science Researcher, Technical University of 
Munich

Morteza Shahrezaye is pursuing his PhD and working as a political data science re-
searcher at the Bavarian School of Public Policy at the Technical University of Munich. 
Along with his research in social media analysis and big data, he is also working on 
network analysis and its applications in social sciences. He also teaches statistics at 
the undergraduate and graduate level to political science and engineering students.

Lenard R. Koschwitz
Director for Europe Affairs, Allied for Startups

Lenard Koschwitz joined Allied for Startups in 2015. Previously he was the senior 
advisor to a Member of the European Parliament and Spokesperson for Justice and 
Home Affairs. During his time in Parliament he focussed on the data protection re-
form, cyber security and the Common European Asylum System. Further he was in-
volved in coordinating the legislative work of the Parliamentary Group and its the 
position papers on these issues. Lenard is a passionate European, member of the 
European Federalists and the Europa Union. He studied political science, German lit-
erature and psychology in Germany and European Studies in Brussels. Lenard speaks 
German, English, French and Italian. During high school he founded an online maga-
zine and event agency for music and lifestyle.

Nikhil Pahwa
Founder and Editor, Medianama

Nikhil Pahwa is Founder and Editor at MediaNama. He co-founded the SaveTheInter-
net campaign for Net Neutrality in India, which is the largest grassroots campaign in 
the history of India. Prior to that, he worked towards getting the draconian Section 
66A provision, which put limitations on free speech, removed, and set up the Internet 
Freedom Foundation to continue this work in a structured manner. Much of his work 
is at the intersection of the Internet and civil liberties. He is among the founding 
members of PEN Delhi, and is a TED Fellow.



Oleg Shakirov
Consultant (Digital Diplomacy), PIR Center

Oleg Shakirov is a foreign policy and security expert at the Center for Strategic Re-
search and a consultant at PIR Center. His research interests include European secu-
rity issues, conventional arms control, and the evolution of diplomacy in the digital 
age. He holds a Master’s degree in Strategic Studies and International Economics 
from Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, and pre-
viously studied International Relations at the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the South Ural State University.

Peter Micek
General Counsel, Access Now

Peter Micek is General Counsel at Access Now, and Adjunct Professor at the Columbia 
University School of International and Public Affairs. Access Now is an international 
organization that defends and extends the digital rights of users at risk around the 
world. Through direct technical support, convenings like RightsCon, grant-making, 
and strategic advocacy and litigation, Access Now promotes digital security and ac-
countability for human rights online. Peter also sits on the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Future Council on Cybersecurity, and on the Advisory Board of the Univ. of 
Oklahoma College of Law’s Center for International Business and Human Rights.

Rajeev Peshawaria,
Chief Executive Officer, Iclif Leadership and Governance 
Centre

Rajeev Peshawaria is the CEO of the Iclif Leadership and Governance Centre. He is 
the author of Too Many Bosses, Too Few Leaders (Simon & Schuster, 2011), Be the 
Change (McGraw-Hill, 2014), and Open Source Leadership (McGraw-Hill, 2017), Ra-
jeev pioneered the concept of Leadership Energy after two decades of research and 
observation of global leadership. He was the Chief Learning Officer of both Coca-Cola 
and Morgan Stanley, and has formerly held senior positions at American Express and 
Goldman Sachs.

Rohan Mishra
Director, Public Policy and Global Policy Affairs, Mastercard

Rohan Mishra is currently the Director for Public Policy at Mastercard, where he en-
gages in policy analysis and outreach. He has spoken extensively on Mastercard’s role 
in digital inclusion and the digital economy. Previously, he was Associate Director at 
APCO Worldwide, an independent global public affairs and strategic communications 
consultancy.



Rohan Malhotra
Co-Founder, Investopad

Megha Arora is a Data Scientist with the Privacy and Civil Liberties team at Palantir 
Technologies where she seeks solutions to hard problems for the world’s most im-
portant organizations. Her unique role is focused on tailoring Palantir to solve the 
data and analytical problems of their customers in a privacy preserving way. She 
holds a Master’s degree in Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon University. Megha 
has led her own non-profit initiatives and data-driven projects for the Indian govern-
ment and organizations like CERN. She cares deeply about incorporating fairness, 
transparency and accountability in Machine Learning applications, and safeguarding 
digital information in our increasingly data-rich societies.

Rama Vedashree
Chief Executive Officer, Data Security Council of India

Rama Vedashree was appointed CEO of the the Data Security Coucil of India in 2016. 
Vedashree was previously the vice president at Nasscom, where she led all the ini-
tiatives regarding domestic IT, eGovernance and smart cities, among others. She also 
led the healthcare initiative in partnership with Apex Health Sector body, NatHealth. 
Rama Vedashree has an extensive experience of over 25 years, having worked at NIIT 
Technologies, Microsoft and General Electric (GE) India before.

Rahul Matthan
Partner, Trilegal

Rahul Matthan is part of the TMT practice group of Trilegal and also serves on the 
firm’s management committee. He has advised on some of the largest TMT transac-
tions in the country. He has worked with companies across all sectors of the indus-
try from big telecom operators, to ISPs, OSPs and managed data service providers 
and advised on matters ranging from regulatory matters to ongoing business issues 
relating to the rollout of operations. He also advised on a range of sectors in the 
technology space including in relation to data protection, outsourcing, electronic 
commerce, new media, entertainment, biotechnology, pharma, and other new tech-
nologies. He has advised on new content delivery models for mobile value added 
services, regulatory issues surrounding the delivery of electronic content and legal 
and contractual issues in global e-commerce. He has also been involved in a number 
of policy initiatives in the TMT space including, assisting the government in preparing 
the country’s privacy law.

Rema Rajeshwati
District Police Chief, Mahabubnagar, Telengana

Rema Rajeshwari is an Indian Police Service officer serving in the State of Telangana. 
She has won accolades as the first female Indian Police Service officer from Munnar, 
Kerala State and as the topper of the Indian Police Service class of 2009. She success-
fully implemented the “Community Outreach Program,” which creates awareness 
against social vices and runs campaigns such as “Saving Child Brides,” “Child Labor-
ers’ Rescue,” “SHE Teams,” “Legal Literacy for Underprivileged Rural Women,” and 
“Rehabilitation of Joginis - girls dedicated as servant of god/forced into prostitution”.



Regina Sipos
Founder and Director, Social-Digital Innovation Initiative

Regina M. Sipos works at the intersection of tech and social good: as an entrepreneur, 
public speaker, mentor, educator, researcher and an advocate for openness and inclu-
sion. She has worked with 100+ social-tech startups worldwide. She is the Founder 
and Director of the Social-Digital Innovation Initiative, facilitating, promoting and 
supporting the cross-pollination of the world of technology and social entrepreneur-
ship and the creation of financially sustainable social businesses. Previously, she had 
supported the Ashoka Foundation’s digital strategy and for almost 7 years, managed 
the ITU’s Young Innovators Program.

Stephanie MacLellan
Senior Research Associate, Global Security and Politics Pro-
gram, Centre for International Governance Innovation

Stephanie MacLellan is a Senior Research Associate in the Global Security and Politics 
Program at the Centre for International Governance Innovation, specialising in digital 
rights, cybersecurity and internet governance. She spent more than a decade work-
ing as an editor and reporter for newspapers ranging from the Toronto Star, Canada’s 
largest daily newspaper, to The Slovak Spectator, an English-language weekly based 
in Bratislava, Slovakia. She holds a BA in Journalism from Carleton University and a 
MA in Global Affairs from the University of Toronto’s Munk School of Global Affairs 
and Public Policy.

Sean Kanuck
Director of Cyber, Space and Future Conflict, The Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)

Sean Kanuck is the Director of Cyber, Space and Future Conflict at IISS. He leads the 
Institute’s Cyber, Space and Future Conflict Programme, assessing advanced technol-
ogies and forecasting the evolution of strategic risk. He contributes to IISS publica-
tions, convenes para-diplomatic events, and provides consultancy. His areas of exper-
tise includes information technology, telecommunications, and internet governance; 
global strategy and conflict in cyberspace and outer space; public international law 
(specialising in the law of armed conflict); and intelligence and national security anal-
ysis. He is also the co-chair of CyFy: The India Conference on Technology, Security and 
Society, and a Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation.

Subhashish Banerjee
Professor of Computer Science and Engineering, IIT Delhi

Dr. Banerjee is a professor of Computer Science and Engineering at IIT Delhi. His 
reserach focus is on computer vision, robotics, real-time systems, image processing 
and pattern recognition.



Shamika Ravi
Director of Research and Senior Fellow, Brookings India

Shamika Ravi is Director of Research at Brookings India and a Senior Fellow of Gov-
ernance Studies Program, at Brookings India and Brookings Institution Washington 
D.C. She is also Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of 
India. Ravi is a visiting professor of Economics at the Indian School of Business. She 
is affiliated with the Financial Access Initiative of New York University and is also an 
independent director on the board of Microcredit Ratings International Limited. She 
was part of the Enforcement Directorate of Microfinance Institutions Network in India 
and has served as independent director on boards of several leading microfinance 
institutions.

Shweta Rajpal Kohli
Country Director, Government Affairs and Public Policy, 
Salesforce India

Shweta Rajpal Kohli is the Country Director of Public Policy and Government Relations 
for Salesforce India. Her role entails educating lawmakers and regulators about how 
government policies and regulatory issues impact cloud computing and the broader 
tech sector. Before joining Salesforce, she was Head of Public Policy for Uber India 
and South Asia, where she was responsible for Uber’s relations with policy makers, 
regulators, government officials, think tanks, NGOs, industry bodies, private sector, 
political parties and research organisations. Prior to that, she has had nearly two 
decades of experience in the media industry as a leading TV news anchor and award 
winning journalist. She spent over 11 years at NDTV as Business Editor leading all its 
economic policy and corporate news coverage. She has received prominent awards 
like Ramnath Goenka Award for Excellence in Journalism by President Pratibha Patil 
and Seema Nazareth-Business Standard award for young journalists by President KR 
Narayanan. She is a British Chevening Scholar, and an AFGG (Asian Fellowship on 
Global Governance) Fellow.

Shailesh Kumar
Chief Data Scientist, Centre of Excellence in AI and ML, Re-
liance Jio

Dr. Shailesh Kumar is currently the Chief Data Scientist at the Centre of Excellence 
in AI/ML, Reliance Jio. Prior to this he worked as a Distinguished Scientist at Ola 
cabs, Chief Scientist and Co-founder of Third Leap, an EdTech startup, Researcher 
in the Google Brain team, Sr. Scientist at Yahoo! Labs and Principal Scientist at Fair 
Isaac Research. Dr. Kumar has 18 years of experience in building AI solutions in a 
variety of domains including Web, Retail, Finance, Remote Sensing, Fleet Manage-
ment, Computer Vision, Knowledge Graph, and Conversational computing. He has 
published over 20 international papers and book chapters and holds more than 20 
patents in AI/ML.



Sarah Mooney
Head of Science and Innovation, India, British High Com-
mission

Sarah Mooney is the Head of Science and Innovation India and Director India, Middle 
East and Africa at the British High Commission, New Delhi. She was formerly the Head 
of Science and Innovation USA and the Director of Science and Innovation Americas 
at the British Embassy in Washington. She was also the Deputy Consul General and 
Head, Istanbul at the UK Trade and Investment (UKTI).

Sanjay Anandaram
Venture Partner, Seed Fund

Sanjay was a founding partner at JumpStartUp an early stage VC fund set up in 2000 
that invested in early-stage technology and technology enabled businesses in India 
and the US. Prior to JumpStartUp, Sanjay founded Neta Inc., acquired by Infoseek 
(Disney), and VentureKatalyst, India’s first online publication aimed at entrepreneurs. 
Sanjay has also worked for Wipro in Global R&D. Sanjay is a Charter Member at TiE, 
Bangalore, where he co-chairs the Entrepreneur Acceleration Programme. He is also 
involved with Nasscom’s Product and Innovation group, and IIM Bangalore’s NS Ra-
ghavan Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning.

Sonal Jaitly
Theme Leader, Gender and Financial Literacy, Small Indus-
tries Development Bank of India

Sonal Jaitly works at the Gender and Financial Literacy Division of SIDBI, where she 
provides strategic oversight for gender component of DFID and SIDBI’s Poorest State 
Inclusive Growth (PSIG) programme. She has also held positions as a Program Analyst 
with the United Nations, leading UN Women’s ‘Safe Cities Free of Violence Against 
Women and Girls’ Programme in Delhi,Bhopal and Mumbai.

Savannah Kunovsky
Head of Product, Affective Software

Savannah Kunovsky currently oversees product design and development and drives 
strategic partnerships with Affective Software, a stealth-mode Emotion AI compa-
ny. Previously, she served as the Chief Technology and Learning Officer at Moringa 
School, where her work was awarded by Fast Company, Forbes, International Finance 
Corporation, and World Economic Forum. Savannah’s past experience spans several 
years in software engineering and experience design, including building the network 
of top Silicon Valley coding schools, Hack Reactor, from a startup to holding the #1 
market position in its category globally. Savannah also consults with various organi-
zations globally developing education programs and designing software.



Shilpi Kapoor
Founder, BarrierBreak

Shilpi is the Founder of BarrierBreak in India and 247 Accessible Documents in Sin-
gapore. An Ashoka Fellow and a recipient of “NCPEDP – Shell Helen Keller Award 
2008” – Non-disabled role model supporter of increased employment opportunities 
for people with disabilities.

Sumaiya Shaikh
Research Fellow, Centre for Social and Affective Neurosci-
ence, Department of Clinical & Experimental Medicine, Psy-
chiatry, Linköping University Hospital, Sweden

Sumaiya Shaikh is a neuroscientist with a research fellowship in Linköping University 
Hospital, Sweden. She has a PhD in neurophysiology and pain medicine from Sydney, 
Australia. Her current research is on the brain mechanisms of why everyday individ-
uals, or groups, with no known psychopathy can become violent in an unprovoked 
manner. In her psychiatry laboratory in Sweden, she uses psychophysics, human be-
haviour, human physiology, genetics, Pavlovian conditioning, and fMRI imaging to 
conduct her research. The aim of her research is to form policies in which biology and 
neuroscience are considered in effective deradicalisation programs and detention 
centres for violent extremists.

Sanjay Verma
Additional Secretary, Administration, Ministry of External 
Affairs, India

Sanjay Verma handles India’s Cyber Diplomacy efforts. Previously, he was with the 
Ministry of External Affairs Global Estate Management Division.

Sundeep Oberoi
Global Head of Cybersecurity Delivery, TCS

Dr. Sundeep Oberoi is the Global Delivery Head for the Cybersecurity Practice of TCS. 
He is responsible for the delivery of all managed security, professional and opera-
tions support services in the security and risk management area for all TCS customer 
engagements globally. He was recently appointed as chairman of the ISO/IEC JTC1 SC7 
technical subcommittee dealing with standards for systems and software engineering 
globally. He has 35 years of industry, research, and entrepreneurial experience in 
diverse areas of information and communication technology.



Shuvaloy Majumdar
Munk Senior Fellow, Macdonald-Laurier Institute

Shuvaloy Majumdar is a Munk Senior Fellow with the Macdonald-Laurier Institute. In 
Ottawa, between 2011 and 2015, he served as the policy director to successive Cana-
dian foreign ministers, as well as senior policy advisor to its minister for international 
development. Shuvaloy was based in Iraq and Afghanistan from 2006 to 2010, where 
he led the International Republican Institute (IRI). Majumdar co-founded an anti-hu-
man trafficking organization in Southeast Asia between 2000 and 2003, for which he 
was recognized with the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal.

Taavi Kotka
Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Proud Engineers; 
Former Chief Information Officer, Government of Estonia

Taavi Kotka is the Founder and CEO of Proud Engineers. He is the former CIO of the 
Government of Estonia, known for leading their e-residency program. Between years 
2005-2012, he was the CEO of Nortal (then named Webmedia), one of the largest 
software development companies in the Baltic states. Alongsite Ruth Annus and Siim 
Sikkut, he proposed “10 million eresidents by 2025” in an idea contest by the Estonian 
Development Foundation in 2014.

Terri Chapman
Associate Fellow, Observer Research Foundation

Terri Chapman is an Associate Fellow with ORF’s Economy and Growth, and Cyber and 
Media programmes. She is currently tracking the future of work in India, including the 
changing nature of employment, structural changes to India’s economy, job creation, 
education and skills. Her research interests include urban and regional development, 
welfare analysis and inequality.

Tatiana Stolyarova
News Anchor, Russia 24

Tatiana Stolyarova is a journalist with more than a decade of experience on TV. She 
has hosted primetime evening news on “Russia 24” - one of the biggest Russian TV 
channels, and has moderated several economic forums. She has interviewed top-lev-
el speakers, including the President of Russia, ministers, governors, heads of political 
parties and international companies, distinguished experts and pundits from across 
the world on a variety of social, political, and economic issues.



Thorsten Wetzling
Project Director, Stiftung Neue Verantwortung (SNV) Berlin

Thorsten Wetzling heads the SNV’s research on surveillance and democratic gover-
nance. He directs the European Intelligence Oversight Network and is responsible for 
the EU Cyber Direct project’s work relating to India. Recently, he became a member of 
the expert advisory board on Europe/Transatlantic of the Heinrich Boell Foundation 
in Berlin. In the past, he worked as Senior Fellow at the Brandenburg Institute for 
Society and Security, The Hague Institute for Global Justice and as Advisor for the 
Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF). As Transatlantic 
Post-Doc Fellow for International Relations and Security (TAPIR), he studied national 
surveillance policies at the French Institute for International Relations (ifri) in Paris 
and the RAND Corporation and the Center for Transatlantic Relations at Johns Hop-
kins University in Washington, D.C.

Troels Oerting
Head, Global Centre for Cybersecurity (GCC), World Eco-
nomic Forum

Troels Oerting is the Head of Global Centre for Cybersecurity (GCC) at the World Eco-
nomic Forum, which he is setting up as a truly global, independent, neutral public-pri-
vate platform for preventing, improving and addressing cybercrime and systemic 
risks. He is an experienced cyber security professional who has previously worked as 
Group CISO/CSO for Barclays Plc.

Vidushi Marda
Digital Programme Officer, Article 19

Vidushi Marda currently works as Policy Advisor with ARTICLE 19‘s Team Digital, 
where her primary focus is on the ethical, legal, and regulatory issues that arise 
from algorithmic decision making. She is also a Research Associate at DATACTIVE, 
University of Amsterdam where she looks at content regulation visa-vis increased 
dominance of private platforms on the Internet. Previously, Vidushi worked at The 
Centre for Internet and Society. Her work has been cited by the Supreme Court of 
India in a seminal ruling on the Right to Privacy, and by the United Kingdom House of 
Lords Select Committee on Artificial Intelligence.

Viktoriia Ivanchenko
Editor-in-chief, PICREADI (Creative Diolomacy) Network

Viktoriia Ivanchenko is Editor-in-chief of PICREADI (Creative Diplomacy) Network in 
Moscow. Her professional and research interests are soft power, influence of modern 
information technologies on diplomacy and international relations, information wars, 
and integration processes in Europe and Eurasia. She graduated from the Higher 
School of Economics, Moscow.



Wolfram von Heynitz
Head, Cyber Policy Coordination Staff, Federal Foreign Of-
fice, Germany

Wolfram von Heynitz is the Head of the Cyber Policy Coordination Staff of the German 
Federal Foreign Office. His revious positions include a term as Research Commis-
sioner of the German Foreign Office and a member of its Policy Planning staff, spe-
cializing in Cyberpolicy, Cybersecurity, and, in the face of emerging challenges, the 
development of future directions and strategies for the Foreign Office. Before joining 
the Foreign Service, he graduated from the Université Paris-Sorbonne with a master 
thesis (Maitrise) on Artificial Intelligence.

Yves Heller
Regional Delegation to India, International Committee of 
the Red Cross

Yves Heller is the newly arrived Deputy Head in charge of law, policy and humanitari-
an affairs at the ICRC Regional Delegation in New Delhi. He has worked with the ICRC 
for over 16 years in Latin America and Africa. His work has focussed on the armed 
forces and police in these countries on Conduct of Hostilities and Law Enforcement 
issues.

Yoko Nitta
Senior Fellow, Japan Society for Security and Crisis Manage-
ment, Tokyo

Yoko Nitta analyzes global security landscape of cyber related issues, presides over 
Russian and Intelligence working groups and gives briefings regularly on Russian in-
formation security at Japan Society for Security and Crisis Management. Her papers 
and articles on analyzing Japanese cyber security strategy as well as on global securi-
ty landscape are published overseas (Germany, France, United States and UK) as well 
as posted regularly on Japan newspaper. Ms. Nitta is an invited speaker at various 
international conferences including round table in U.S., Europe and Asia. She is in 
charge of cyber security for EU-Japan security project since January 2017.

Zine Homburger
Doctoral Researcher, The Hague Program on Cyber Norms, 
Leiden University

Zine Homburger is a PhD Candidate at Leiden University within the The Hague Pro-
gram for Cyber Norms. Zine has an educational background in International Rela-
tions (BA), Public International Law (LLM) and European Law (LLM) in Germany and 
The Netherlands. Previously, Zine has worked on research related to international 
environmental law and climate policy as well as human rights and security policies. 
Her research within Leiden University focuses on the debate on international norms 
for state behavior in cyberspace placed at the intersection of international law and 
international relations.
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Nirmala Devi Gopal
Professor, Programme of Criminology and Forensic Studies,
NIHSS/University of KwaZulu-Natal

Prof. Nirmala Gopal is a criminologist in the Programme of Criminology and Forensic 
Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. She is also a member of the University’s 
Council, and was the former head of the ETDP Higher Education and Research Cham-
ber. Prof. Gopal is an NRF-rated researcher and has multiple publications in peer-re-
viewed national and international journals. Among her foci of research is ‘hidden’ and 
vulnerable communities as victims of crime, social injustices and discrimination with 
the aim of promoting justice and fairness for unequal groups in society. Her latest 
research interest is cybercrime, which she has showcased in a special peerreviewed 
journal due to be released in November 2018.

Koketso Tlhabanelo
Senior Manager, A.T. Kearney

Koketso Tlhabanelo is a Senior Manager at A.T. Kearney, a top global consulting firm, 
where she focuses on the public sector as well as the leadership and change practic-
es. She regularly works across markets and has delivered projects in Europe, South 
America, the Middle East, and across Africa. She is a Fellow of the Young Africa Lead-
ership Initiative Mbewu class (an ALI spinoff). She holds a BCom degree in Informat-
ics, and a BCom (Hons) degree from the University of Johannesburg. She also holds 
a MSc in Corporate Social Responsibility with Environmental Management from the 
University of York.

Farhaan Ladhani
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Betterplace

Farhaan Ladhani is CEO and Co-Founder of Betterplace, and Director of the Digital 
Public Square at the University of Toronto’s Munk School of Global Affairs and Public 
Policy. For nearly two decades, Farhaan has been leading efforts on the use of digital 
tools to connect people. From 2014-2015 he served as the Senior Advisor for Digital 
in the Office of the Prime Minister of Canada. Prior to this, he was the Deputy Direc-
tor for Direct Diplomacy at Global Affairs Canada – an initiative focused on engaging 
with non-state political actors seeking to increase the openness, inclusiveness and 
responsiveness of their political systems

Paul Cadario
Distinguished Fellow in Global Innovation, Faculty of Ap-
plied Science and Engineering, Munk School of Global Af-
fairs and Public Policy, University of Toronto

Paul Cadario is the University of Toronto’s Distinguished Fellow in Global Innovation 
at the Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering and at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs and Public Policy. Before this, he was at the World Bank, where he played a 
number of diverse roles worldwide, starting with the Bank’s frontline development 
programs in Africa and the PRC and then on public sector reform in Asia. In 1998, he 
began working on the Bank’s efforts to modernize and streamline its business for the 
digital age of transparency and accountability, with the renewal of the Bank’s global 
information systems. Active on Facebook and Twitter, Paul is a frequent contributor 
to public discussions on global development, global governance, and effective orga-
nizations.



Rajeev Mantri
Executive Director, Navam Capital

Rajeev Mantri is Executive Director of Navam Capital, an Indiabased venture capital 
firm. Prior to founding Navam Capital, Rajeev worked as a venture capitalist at New 
York-based Lux Capital, focusing on investments in energy, water and nanomaterials. 
Rajeev is has contributed articles on technology, investing, venture capital and entre-
preneurship in India to The Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, The New York Times, 
Mint, MIT Technology Review, BioSpectrum, Roubini Global Economics and others. In 
August 2010, Rajeev co-founded Vyome Biosciences, a biopharmaceuticals company, 
and served as Vyome’s president through the company’s formative years. Rajeev is a 
member of the advisory board of RISE Foundation, IISER Kolkata and founding trust-
ee of the India Enterprise Council.

Shimelse Mekonnen
Manager of Reporting and Data Analytics, Quality Technol-
ogy, Inc (QuTech)

Shimelse Mekonnen is Manager of Reporting and Data Analytics at Qutech, and IT 
solutions firm based in Maryland, US. Previously, he worked as an economist at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He is a Co-Founder of MeSh Cart, a 
US-based e-commerce platform specialising in providing African products to the U.S. 
and global market. He has published several articles and policy papers on the rise of 
developing countries, international trade, Global Middle Class, and Africa, which have 
been published on Carnegie’s International Economics Bulletin (IEB), Foreign Policy 
magazine, and Voxeu.org. He is involved in international data analytics, data mining, 
cybersecurity, and e-commerce discussions and conferences.

Bella Bahadori
Founder, The Laundry

Bella Bahadori is an Canadian-Iranian entrepreneur, creator, and business leader. 
She aspires to live in a world where entrepreneurs are recognized as assets to be 
cultivated, motivated, and remunerated to the greatest possible extent. In the past, 
Bella has collaborated with various distinguished companies; Board member as well 
as the VP of NG Telecom Co., (one of Huawei’s mainstream partners in middleeast). 
In addition to this, she worked at Starwood Co. in Canada, assisting the company to 
achieve world-class customer service. Currently, Bella is running her own startup - 
The Foundry - with the vision of building an illustrious community in Toronto, Canada 
to empower entrepreneurs, creators, and innovators both nationally and internation-
ally to enrich the world. Bella stated her startup’s mission being a link for entrepre-
neurs to make their visions seen and their voices heard.

Aparna Piramal Raje
Columnist, Mint/HT Media

Aparna Raje is a columnist at Mint. She writes on business, design, workplaces, and 
cities. She is the author of “Working Out Of The Box: 40 Stories of Leading CEOs.” She 
is a visiting faculty member at the Anant National University, Ahmedabad. She holds 
a BA in PPE from the University of Oxford, and an MBA from Harvard Business School.



Karthik Bupathi
Co-Founder and Head of Product, Impact Chain Lab

Karthik Bupathi is the Co-Founder and Head of Product at Impact Chain Lab, a block-
chain-focused startup. He actively leverages his exposure in the blockchain space to 
build products around global development and social impact. Strongly believing that 
India will be the next hub for blockchain innovation, he has been actively involved 
with rapidly growing a developer team in Hyderabad. Through this, he aspires to raise 
awareness of India’s blockchain competence on the global stage and so to provide 
robust blockchain solutions to not only India, but everywhere. Karthik’s has been a 
research analyst at HRA (Healthcare Research & Analytics), and a markets analyst 
at BNY Mellon.

Mohammed Buhari
Chief Executive Officer, Briclinks Africa PLC.

Mohammed Buhari is the CEO of Bricklinks Africa PLC., and is also a member of the 
Financial Committee and Secretary General of the Young African Parliamentarians 
Union. He has previously served as the immediate past Senior Executive at BRIC 
GLOBAL Spain, Executive Director at Bricklinks Group that had offices in Kenya, South 
Africa, and Nigeria.

Vladimir Korovkin
Head of Research in Innovations and Digital, SKOLKOVO 
School of Management

Vladimir Korovkin holds degrees in systems engineering and international business, 
and has over 20 years of experience in the area of digital technology. Since 2014, 
Vladimir has pursued an academic career being the Head of Research in Innovations 
and Digital at SKOLKOVO School of Management. In his writing and teaching he fo-
cuses on the issues of facilitating the economic growth and social development in 
emerging markets through innovations and digital technologies. He has taught on the 
programs for blue-chip Russian corporations as well as for the public administrations 
of Russian regions. In the past years he had published extensively in Russian and 
international academic and business titles, and spoke at conferences and forums in 
Russia, India, Hong Kong, Germany, Switzerland.

Liljana Pecova-Ilieska
Project Coordinator, Metamorphosis Foundation

Lilijana Pecova-Ilieska has ten years’ experience in law enforcement within the Minis-
try of Interior, followed by an advisory position at the Data Protection Agency, where 
she was a part of the Expert Working Group of the National Inter-sectoral Body for 
Human Rights Protection. She is the author of several research papers in data protec-
tion, as well as part of the Expert group preparing the postgraduate program curric-
ula in this field.. She is a community member of SEEDIG – Euro Dig – Sub regional and 
Regional Internet Governance Forum (IGF) Initiative’s, also one of the Founders of IGF 
initiative in Macedonia. She was a panelist at national and international conferences 
and Council of Europe’s activist for No Hate Speech Campaign.



Yusuph Kileo
Cybersecurity and Digital Forensics Expert, AfICTA Board 
Member, MDNCF, Tanzania

Yusuph Kileo is an expert in the field of cybersecurity and digital forensics. After 
completing his IT essentials course with Cisco certification, he continued his studies 
at Dar Es Salaam Institute of Technology. He has worked with the Tanzania Police 
Force, utilising his skills in digital forensics investigations, and gaining experience 
in the field. He extended the cybercrime unit performance and has conducted sev-
eral training sessions and provided insights on cyber challenges in Tanzania. He has 
worked with Deloitte, a credible consulting firm in the country. He has also worked 
with BTG US and a Tanzania-based organisation that offers training for managers in 
different organisations.

Anushka Kaushik
Head, Cybersecurity Program, GLOBSEC Policy Institute

Anushka Kaushik heads the cybersecurity programme at the GLOBSEC Policy Insti-
tute, a think-tank based in Bratislava, Slovakia. She’s responsible for driving research 
efforts of the organisation in cyber policy. Prior to joining GLOBSEC, Anushka worked 
on data protection policies and internet governance at the International Chamber of 
Commerce in Paris. She has a Master’s degree in International Security from Sciences 
Po, Paris where her focus was cyber strategies, defence and security economics, and 
application of international law. During her studies, she also conducted research on 
digital networks, information privacy, and attribution in cyberattacks with an empha-
sis on geopolitics and broader policy implications.

Zillur Rahman
Executive Director, Centre for Governance Studies (CGS)

Zillur Rahman is the Executive Director of the Center for Governance Studies. A jour-
nalist by profession, he has been working as the anchor of ‘Tritiyo Marta’, an award 
winning program by Channel i. He has won several awards in his country and abroad 
for his excellence in moderating talk shows. He worked with a number of leading 
dailies, weekly magazines, and radio shows. He is the author of two nonfiction books 
and has edited some unique books on politics. He has previously worked for the World 
Bank and UNICEF as consultant, and heads CCN, a media consultancy firm.

Waruna Sri Dhanapala
Senior Assistant Secretary (ICT for Development), Ministry 
of Telecommunication, Digital Infrastructure & Foreign Em-
ployment, Sri Lanka

Waruna Sri Dhanapala is an officer of Sri Lanka Administrative Service since 2000 
and currently serving as the Senior Assistant Secretary (ICT for Development) in the 
Ministry of Telecommunication, Digital Infrastructure and Foreign Employment. He 
has served in the Presidential Secretariat, Ministry of Environment and the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and represented several national committees including the ICT 
Industry Skills Council, National Broadband Consultative Committee and the Steer-
ing Committee of the Knowledge Hub Initiative. He is one of Sri Lanka’s alternate 
representatives to the ICANN Government Advisory Committee (GAC). He is also in 
charge of the ICT commitments of Sri Lanka’s National Action Plan of Open Govern-
ment Partnership (OGP).



Jayantha Fernando
Chairman, Sri Lanka CERT; Chairman, .Ik Domain Name Reg-
istry; Director and Legal Advisor, ICT Agency (ICTA)

Jayantha Fernando is currently Chairman of Sri Lanka CERT, Chairman of Domain 
Name Registry and functions as Director/ Legal Advisor of ICT Agency (ICTA). He has 
pioneered ICT Law reforms in Sri Lanka for nearly 20 years. He was instrumental in 
drafting the Sri Lankan legislative framework for Electronic Transactions, Computer 
Crimes as well as Payment & Settlement Systems & eBanking. He played the lead role 
in Sri Lanka’s accession to the Budapest Cybercrime Convention (2015) and Sri Lan-
ka’s ratification of the UN Electronic Communications Convention (2015), both first 
for South Asia. In June 2016, he became the first Southeast Asian to be elected to the 
Bureau of the Budapest Cybercrime Convention Committee (T-CY). He was re-elected 
to the same position in July 2018.

Siddharth Patel
Chief of Staff to the Executive Director, Reliance Industries 
Ltd.

Siddharth is the Chief of Staff to the Executive Director at Reliance Industries Ltd., 
where his primary role is to represent the Petrochemical division and support the 
team with daily operations and strategic planning initiatives. Prior to joining Reliance 
he worked as Managing Director in his family-owned business Ecopower, where he 
introduced several groundbreaking (energy saving) technologies into India alongside 
networking with some of the leading minds in sustainable energy development.

Mitali S. Patel
Co-Founder and Managing Director, House of MISU

Mitali is the Co-Founder of House of MISU, which is the country’s foremost digital 
marketing platform with the largest audience in India interested in luxury goods. The 
company was founded in 2009 with the aim of creating a fashion empire with the 
power to influence a vast number of people.

Lintang Setianti
Researcher, The Institute for Policy Research and Advocacy 
(ELSAM) Indonesia

Lintang Setianti is a researcher at ELSAM Indonesia, a human rights organisation 
based in Jakarta, which has been active since August 1993. She has a strong interest 
in human right studies, specifically the implementation of cyber policies to ensure 
freedom of expression for minority groups and women. For the three years, she has 
been actively involved in many research projects focusing on Indonesia’s internet 
policies and regulations, including rights for privacy, internet content governance, 
surveillance practices, and the role of Cyber Body and National Encryption Agency 
(BSSN).



Gisele Yitamben
Founder, ASAFE

Gisele Yitamben is the Founder of ASAFE, a social enterprise which supports and pro-
motes entrepreneurs in all the sectors through systemic delivery various activities. 
She is the lead researcher of the the GRACE Network (Gender Research in Africa and 
the Middle East into ICTs for Empowerment Network) Cameroon Chapter. The GRACE 
Network has been presented with the sixth Artful Integrators’ Award for outstanding 
achievement in the area of participatory design of information and communications 
technologies, having worked out, in an exceptionally creative way, a new integration 
of technologies and practices.

Ravindu Meegasmulla
Information Security, Sri Lanka CERT|CC

Ravindu Meegasmulla carries out information security related tasks at Sri Lanka 
CERT|CC. He obtained his BSc in Computing Science and his MSc in Digital Foren-
sics and Cybercrime Analysis from Staffordshire University in the UK. Previously, he 
worked as a forensic lab assistant at Staffordshire University,

Grace Guyatu Diida
Research Assistant, Centre for Intellectual Property and In-
formation Technology Law (CIPIT)

Grace Guyatu Diida is a Research Assistant at CIPIT. She studied law at the Strathmore 
University Law School, where she developed an interest in law and technology owing 
to an internship within the Centre for Intellectual Property and Information Technolo-
gy Law and the Strathmore Extractives Industry Center. Her first job out of law school 
was as a research assistant attached to the Microsoft Policy Innovation Centre within 
Strathmore University.

Mesfin Getaneh
Co-Founder, MeSh Cart

Mesfin Getaneh is a Co-Founder of MeSh Cart- a U.S. based e-commerce platform that 
specializes in providing African products to the global market and a Patent Analyst at 
the US Patent and Trademark Office. He is also the Chairman, Executive Director and 
Co-Founder of Your Ethiopian Professionals Network (YEP) – a non-profit, non-politi-
cal, and nonreligious organization that provides a broader platform for the Ethiopian 
diaspora across all professions and walks of life to connect, network, share experi-
ences, exchange valuable resources and pursue community development initiatives.



Yi-Ling Teo
Senior Fellow, Centre of Excellence for National Securi-
ty (CENS), S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies 
(RSIS), Nanyang Technological University

Yi-Ling Teo is a Senior Fellow at CENS, RSIS, Nanyang Technological University, Singa-
pore. Her main research interests include policy and legal issues relating to cyberse-
curity, disinformation, data protection, and disruptive technology. A Barrister-at-Law 
(England & Wales) and an Advocate & Solicitor (Singapore), her practice experience 
includes intellectual property, technology, media and entertainment, and commer-
cial law. She is the author of “Media Law in Singapore”, a pioneering work examining 
the development of media-related laws in Singapore, alongside the management of 
media issues.

Moussoukoro Diop
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Digital Mousso Agency

Computer Science Engineer, Digital Communication Expert for FAO of the UN (West 
Africa), C.E.O and Founder of Digital Mousso Agency, Moussoukoro is a Senegalese 
woman, born in Dakar with Guinean, Malian and Gambian origins. She has always had 
a passion for computers, digital, social and moreover activism. She was nominated as 
“Digital Woman” in 2015, a recognition for her work as a woman who strives to spread 
and advance the digital lifestyle in Senegal. She is an emblematic figure of the digital 
world and activism for women in Senegal, where she works closely with members of 
civil society as Africtivistes.

Amina Khairy
Journalist, Al Hayat Newspaper, Cairo

Amina Khairy has been a journalist for the past 31 years. She teaches journalistic 
writing at the Arab Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transport. She is 
also a media trainer and TV commentator.

Mohammed Hisamuddin
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Entri

Mohammed Hisamuddin is the Founder and CEO of Entri. Entri is a test prep platform 
that helps people get jobs by making different types of content available in regional 
languages.



Likeleli Mphutlane
Founder, Inspire Innovation

Likeleli is the Founder of Inspire Innovation, a consultancy firm that provides busi-
ness advisory, research & insights services and learning & development solutions. 
She has more than 7 years of experience in finance and is currently an MBA candidate 
at the African Leadership University.

Kaja Karlson
Security Policy Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonia

Kaja Karlson is the Security Policy Adviser for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Es-
tonia.

Wang Dong
Deputy Executive Director, Institute for China-US People to 
People Exchange, Peking University

Wang Dong is Associate Professor in the School of International Studies and Deputy 
Executive Director of the Institute for ChinaU.S. People to People Exchange, Peking 
University. He also serves as Secretary General of the Pangoal Institution, a leading 
public policy think tank. Dr. Wang has written extensively on China’s foreign policy 
and his articles appear in premier academic and news outlets such as Diplomatic 
History and The New York Times.

Anand Raghuraman
Associate and Special Assistant to the Vice Chair, The Asia 
Group

Anand K. Raghuraman is an Associate and Special Assistant to the Vice Chair with 
The Asia Group focusing on the firm’s India portfolio. He provides research and an-
alytical support to clients with interests in India across multiple sectors, including 
e-commerce, digital payments, and electronics. Prior to joining The Asia Group, 
Anand served as a Brent Scowcroft Award Fellow at the Aspen Strategy Group, where 
he spearheaded the planning and execution of the U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue and 
Aspen Strategy Group Summer Workshop.



Constantino Xavier
Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies, Brookings India and the 
Brookings Institudion, Washington D.C.

Constantino Xavier is a Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at Brookings India in New 
Delhi and the Brookings Institution in Washington DC. He researches on India’s for-
eign and security policies as a regional power, with a focus on institutions and deci-
sion-making processes, and also on relations with Europe. He is currently writing a 
book on India’s crisis response and involvement in neighboring countries (Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Myanmar), and also examining the challenges of connectivity and security 
across the South Asian and Indian Ocean regions. Xavier’s research also focuses on 
how India’s democratic values and institutions influence its external engagements 
and its relations with other democratic powers. Previously, he worked at the Brook-
ings Institution, in Washington DC, as a media correspondent in South Asia, and as 
an adviser to the Embassy of Portugal in New Delhi during the presidency of the 
European Union.

Hannes Ebert
Associate, GIGA Institute of Asian Studies

Dr. Hannes Eber is an Associate with the Power and Ideas Programme at the GIGA 
Institute of Asian Studies. His current research includes foreign policy analysis, BRICS 
and International Order, state fragility and transformation, and cyber foreign policy. 
He received his BA in Political science with a focus on international relations and 
international law at the Otto-Suhr-Institute, Freie Universität Berlin and the Grad-
uate Institute Geneva as a German National Merit Foundation scholar, and his MSc 
from the London School of Economics (LSE) Department of International Relations 
as Hölderlin Fellow.

Ilyas El Omari
President, Tangiers-TetouanAlHoceima Region, Morocco

Mr. El Omari is President of the TangiersTetouan-AlHoceima region and former di-
rector of the Akhir Saâ press group and secretarygeneral of the authenticity and 
modernity party. Previously, he held several responsibilities including membership of 
the Royal Institute of Amazigh Culture in July 2002, then of the High Authority for Au-
diovisual Communication in 2003. He was also one of the founders of the “Movement 
of All Democrats” in 2008, then of the Party of Authenticity and Modernity (PAM) 
in 2009 and of which he is currently Deputy Secretary General and Chairman of its 
National Electoral Commission.

Kate Saslow
Project Manager, Stiftung Neue Verantwortung (SNV)

Kate Saslow works as Project Manager for the projects “Artificial Intelligence and 
Foreign Policy” and “EU Cyber-Direct” at SNV. Both projects deal with societal chang-
es in the face of technological advancement and bring themes such as cooperation, 
security, and ethics into question. Kate holds a Master of International Affairs degree 
from the Hertie School of Governance, a public policy university in Berlin. Here, she 
specialised in topics of digitalisation, economic development, and governance, and 
concluded her studies with a capstone thesis on artificial intelligence and gender 
inequality in the United States labor market. She also holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
International Relations from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.



Katharina Naumann
Programme Manager for Digitalisation, Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation

Katharina Naumann is the Programme Manager for Digitalisation at the Konrad Ad-
enauer Foundation. The Regional Programme Political Dialogue Asia of KonradAde-
nauer-Stiftung aims tocontribute to the strengthening of regional integration, global 
governance and internationaldialogue among Asian countries as well as between 
Europe and Asia

Laura Groenendaal
Program Assistant, The German Marshall Fund of the Unit-
ed States (GMF) in Brussels.

Laura Groenendaal is program assistant at The German Marshall Fund of the United 
States (GMF) in Brussels. She focuses on EU foreign policy, in particular in the field 
of cyber diplomacy. Laura contributes to the implementation of the EU Cyber Direct 
project and the activities of the Europe Program. Her research interests include secu-
rity and defense, EU foreign policy, and cybersecurity. Laura joined GMF as a trainee 
in 2017 and worked on EU affairs, democracy and rule of law, and inclusive security. 
She obtained her Master’s degree in European Public Affairs from Maastricht Univer-
sity in 2017 and has a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations and International 
Organization from the University of Groningen.

Patryk Pawlak
European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) Brus-
sels Executive Officer.

Patryk Pawlak is the EUISS Brussels Executive Officer. In this capacity, he maintains 
and develops relations with other Brussels-based institutions. In addition, he is in 
charge of the cyber portfolio, leading the Institute’s cyber-related projects and con-
tributing to its outreach activities. Since June 2016, he is a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Global Forum on Cyber Expertise. His work on cyber-related issues and 
the European Union’s security policies more broadly has appeared in several peer-re-
viewed journals and edited volumes. Patryk holds a PhD in Political Science from the 
European University Institute in Florence and an MA in European Studies from the 
College of Europe.

Russell Buchan
Senior Lecturer in International Law, University of Sheffield 
School of Law

Russell Buchan is a senior lecturer in International Law at the University of Sheffield 
School of Law. He is part of the admissions team for the School’s undergraduate 
courses and is also the Director of Personal and Academic Tutoring. His research in-
terests include international humanitarian law, international criminal law, cyber war, 
post conflict reconstruction, and international legal and political theory. He is a mem-
ber of the Sheffield Centre for International and European Law Research Cluster. His 
book, International Law and the Construction of the Liberal Peace, won the American 
Society of International Law’s Francis Lieber Prize for an outstanding monograph in 
the field of armed conflict for 2014.



Xymena Kurowska
University of Aberystwyth

Xymena Kurowska is an IR theorist interested in interpretive policy analysis. She 
works within International Political Sociology and at the intersection of psycho-
analysis and politics, with particular focus on security theory and practice, border 
politics, subjectivity, and interpretive methodologies. She was a grantee of the 
European Foreign and Security Policy Studies Programme to research border pol-
icies in Eastern Europe. She also served as the CEU principal investigator in Global 
Norm Evolution and Responsibility to Protect, chair of International Political So-
ciology section at International Studies Association and academic rapporteur on 
norms for EU Cyber Direct. Currently, she is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellow at the 
Department of International Politics at Aberystwyth University with a project on 
Polish border guard.

Vinayak Dalmia
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, AMBER Health

Vinayak Dalmia is Co-Founder and CEO of AMBER Health, dubbed by Forbes as 
the Uber of India’s medical emergency response system. Vinayak also invests 
/ incubates new age companies. He has actively served the GOI in the PMO (on 
Technology and Innovation) and as Member, Organising Committee of the Com-
monwealth Games. He holds a Masters degree in Economics and Finance from 
Cambridge University and is an alumnus of Singularity University, NASA.
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