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If 2017 was the year that social media disrupted 
democracies and humanoid robots learned to do 
backflips, 2018 will be the year that we begin script-
ing the rules of behaviour for a new technology-em-
bedded society. As governments increasingly rely 
on the internet for governance and delivery of so-
cial benefits, technology simultaneously holds the 
promise of transformation and the potential for ex-
clusion. With many nations, especially in Asia and 
Africa, banking on technology, robotics and artificial 
intelligence to reshape humanity, we need to dis-
cuss and resolve a range of apprehensions around 
gender, race, ethnicity and equity.

At the inflection point of the 4th Industrial Revolu-
tion there is an imminent need to integrate emerg-
ing technologies with the needs of the African 
continent. CyFy is Asia’s pre-eminent platform for 
discussions around economic, political, and strate-
gic dimensions of cyberspace. conversations. This 
dialogues are enriched by your presence and we 
hope that you learn as much from this experience 
as we learn from you.

Over the last five editions of the conference in New 
Delhi, the gathering has engaged in many cru-
cial conversations around managing cyberspace 
regimes. It has seen the participation of heads 
of states, ministers, national cyber coordinators, 
industry leaders and academic experts. The inau-
gural Africa edition of CyFy seeks to bring African 
voices to the forefront by engaging thought lead-
ers, innovators and policymakers, from Africa, Asia, 
America and Europe to identify priorities and share 
lessons for sustainable growth. 

The Regional Council of Tangier-Tetouan-Al Hocei-
ma, The Ministry of Industry, Investment, Trade and 
Digital Economy and Observer Research Founda-
tion are delighted to welcome you to CyFy Africa: 
The Conference on Technology, Innovation and So-
ciety in the beautiful city of Tangier, Morocco. We 
wish you three days of pleasant stay and engaging 
conversations. This dialogues are enriched by your 
presence and we hope that you learn as much from 
this experience as we learn from you.

WELCOME NOTE



WELCOME NOTE

The fact that IT is deeply transforming and 
significantly impacts the world requires no 
complex demonstration. Digital technologies and 
services can be found everywhere today. They are 
revolutionizing not only design, production and 
consumption, but also the very way we behave and 
act in our everyday lives. 

What’s at stake here does not simply affect a given 
sector, but answers key development questions and 
represents a real leap forward in terms of growth 
and progress.  

Digital transformation provides crucial support 
for the progress and development the Kingdom 
is committed to, and this belief has already made 
of digital tools and processes powerful levers of 
growth. 

The Maroc Digital (Digital Morocco) strategy 
provides a major opportunity to ensure a successful 
digital emergence. It simultaneously strengthens the 
foundation of what has already been achieved and 
initiates new transformation in the digital economy 
and its actors. The goals it sets for itself are essential, 
compulsory requirements on our journey towards 
development: The digital transformation of the 
national economy entails the digital transformation 
of the administration, the widespread use of IT, 
access for all citizens and businesses, the stronger 
positioning of Morocco as a regional digital hub, 
an improved digital ecosystem, IT infrastructures 
compliant with international standards, and, last but 
in no way least, highly qualified human resources. 
These are the decisive criteria which make the 
Moroccan market competitive and the key factors 
which provide investors in the sector with an 
attractive business environment.
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The Agency of Digital Development, which is 
primarily responsible for executing the State’s 
strategy for the development of the digital economy, 
has a decisive role to play in achieving these 
objectives and fostering a powerful digital sector. It 
is an effective governance tool to bring about the 
emergence of a true digital economy. 

The  objectives  of  the 6th edition of  
“CyFy Africa2018”, a Conference on Technology, 
Innovation and Society, are aligned with our 
ambitions. The event is an opportunity for local IT 
actors to benefit from the experience, know-how 
and best practices of international experts and 
helps to strengthen the Kingdom’s position as a 
digital platform for the whole continent. 

CyFy Africa, to whom we wish a brilliant future, 
contributes to spreading digital culture, to a 
better understanding of the stakes, issues and 
opportunities, and to ensuring that the digital 
transformation of Moroccan and African economies 
actively contributes to sustainable development 
and progress. 



WELCOME NOTE

The CyFy Africa 2018 Conference takes place at a 
time when available data confirm that technology 
has become a key driver for growth and job creation 
in Africa. In the past period, the African continent 
has witnessed rapid growth, generating a quantum 
leap in the number of technology hubs that have 
reached 314 hubs, spread across 93 cities in 42 
countries of the Continent. 

The rapid technological development in Africa has 
prompted global companies to invest in African 
countries, especially as their information technology

market has not yet been exhausted and continues 
to present significant growth opportunities. 

As the Kingdom of Morocco is a pioneer in the 
technology sector at the African level, the country’s 
leadership implies research into the future that 
technology will offer to the African continent, taking 
into account the fact that the Kingdom controls a 
share of about 45% of all technology exports from 
MENA Region to the rest of the world, according to 
the latest available official data.

The organization of CyFy Africa 2018 on Technology 
and Innovation in Tangier did not come out of a 
vacuum, but was rather based on the fact that 
Tangier stands out as a civilizational, cultural, and 
scientific gateway from Europe to Africa. The city 
is also one of the most significant technology hubs 
in Africa. 

Starting from Tangier, CyFy Africa 2018 will address 
a series of challenges arising from the rapid 
technological development in the African
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continent, with the participation of a wide range of 
international experts. 

CyFy Africa will review some major issues such as 
the horizontal flow of innovation from Africa to 
other developing countries, the mechanisms for 
establishing a digital society for all in the Continent, 
and the promotion of financial and social integration. 
CyFy will also discuss ways to promote the growth 
of the African creative economy, the mechanisms of 
securing Africa’s mobile payments market, and the 
impact of social networks on electoral results. 

The Conference will also address ways to ensure 
a comprehensive digital business relationship for 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP), in addition to gender equality at work in the 
future, bearing in mind that we are on the cusp of 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

The challenge of confronting violent online 
extremism which relies on technology is also high 
on the agenda. The Conference will thus examine 
how to develop a continental strategy to counter 
the threat posed by digital terrorism. Besides, 
confronting cyber crimes that have become a major 
apprehension for the African continent is also one 
of the CyFy pillars.

Furthermore, the Conference seeks to identify 
mechanisms for achieving sustainable development 
through the use of technology, as well as to review 
the challenges of technological innovation in Africa, 
and the steps conducive to setting up a normative 
digital framework for the Continent, in addition 
to the opportunities and challenges facing young 
people in the new digital economy. CyFy will also 
review the success story of Aadhaar, India’s identity 
program and the world’s largest biometric database, 
along with a whole set of unique and inspiring 
experiences in Africa’s digital change.

Finally, CyFy Africa 2018 seeks to develop the 
information technology sector in the African 
Continent, based on a road map for meeting the 
challenges of rapid technological growth, setting 
thus the ground for a new sustainable growth phase 
in Africa.
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Thursday, May 10, 2018

NETWORKING DINNER: TRICKLING SIDEWAYS: INNOVATING FOR THE NXTIV

Innovation will be integral to connecting the 4 billion individuals that currently lack access to the inter-
net. However, as most of these individuals reside in the developing world, this ingenuity cannot come 
from Silicon Valley, where inventions are typically complex, expensive, and energy intensive. Rather, 
it will come from Africa, a continent whose constituents are developing cost-effective technological 
solutions to solve real world problems. This panel will discuss how this lateral flow of innovation from 
Africa to other developing nations will play out. 

Moderator: Jonah Force Hill, Internet Policy, Specialist, U.S Department of Commerce, United States 

Waruna Sri Dhanapala, Ministry of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure, Sri Lanka 

Basile Niane, CEO Socialnetlink.org   

Kamal El Dashan, Professor of Computer Science, Expert, ALECSO 

Madhulika Srikumar, Junior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation 

NETWORKING DINNER: CONNECTIVITY4INCLUSIVITY - LESSONS FROM AFRICA AND ASIA

The mobile phone revolution in the developing world has revealed that technology is a catalyst for 
financial and social inclusion. This panel will look at some of the success stories from across Asia and 
Africa, the social and economic barriers to technological adoption and dissemination and a possible 
way forward to create a ubiquitously inclusive global society. Will these continents benefit from great-
er digital integration to script the new rules of cyberspace? 

19:30 – 21:30

19:30 – 21:30

(PRE-CONFERENCE DINNERS)



Moderator: Megan Cress, Founder, York Pacific Group 

Nazneen Sultana, Grameen Communications, Bangladesh  

Pape Oumar Yam, Co-founder and Chief Sales Officer at OuiCarry, Senegal  

Evelyn C.M. Soko, Data Manager, Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry, Zambia 

Suthikorn Kingkaew, Director, Thammasat Consulting Networking and Coaching Center, Thammasat 
Business School, Thammasat University



Friday, May 11, 2018

REGISTRATION10:00 – 10:30

CONFERENCE OPENER  

Ilyas El Omari, President Regional Council of Tanger-Tetouan-Al Hoceima  

Moulay Hafid Elalamy, Minister of Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy, Morocco 

Sunjoy Joshi, Chairman, Observer Research Foundation 

Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation 

HOW PERSONAL IS YOUR DATA: SURVEILLANCE CAPITALISM AND DEMOCRACY IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY? 

For nearly a decade, the relationship between individuals and technology companies was simple: data 
was exchanged in return for services that were often free. Consequently, digital ecosystems thrived on 
the free flow of data. Aided by new intrusive technologies, this business model is now beginning to pose 
societal risks. From Russian influence operations in the US, to the Cambridge Analytica revelations, 
data has been used as a tool to manipulate and mould the public sphere in adverse ways. Some call 
this ‘surveillance capitalism’—and democracies, which take pride in open societies are most vulnerable. 
This panel will discuss how democracies must respond to the changing relationship between society 
and technology. How do we find a balance between privacy, innovation and national security?   

Moderator: Samir Saran, President, ORF  

10:30 – 11:30

11:30 – 12:45



Cathleen Berger, Global Engagement Lead, Mozilla 

Ephraim Percy Kenyanito, Digital Program Officer, Article 19, Eastern Africa 

Sean Kanuck, Director of Cyber, Space and Future Conflict, International Institute of Strategic Studies 

Fouad Mouhyi, Director of Human Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Morocco 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Sanjay Kumar Verma, Additional Secretary, Administration and Cyber Diplomacy, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India 

LUNCH SESSION 1: MPESA 2.0: SECURING THE FUTURE OF AFRICA’S MOBILE MARKET

(Panel Discussion)

While Africa’s mobile payments system has seen many successes over the past few years, scaling such 
operations remains a challenge. Barriers include the lack of internet infrastructure, a nascent financial 
sector, lack of disposable incomes to purchase smartphones and data packages, and cybersecurity. 
This panel will discuss the prospects of enabling Africa’s mobile payment market and facilitating 
greater access for individuals at the bottom of the pyramid.

Moderator: Mbaye Seck Diop, Deputy CEO and Co-Founder, African Payment Gateway

Gautam Saxena, Founder and CEO, Pegasus 7, Capital Advisors PTE Ltd. Singapore 

Vladimir Korovkin, Head of Digital Research, Institute for Emerging Markets, Skolkovo Business School, 
Russia  

Carl Manlan, Chief Operating Officer of The Ecobank Foundation

11:30 – 12:45

12.45 – 13.05

13:05 – 15.05



LUNCH SESSION 2: HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE DIGITAL AGE  

While ICTs can and have helped build open and equitable societies, governments word over are 
increasingly becoming insecure about the destabilizing potential of the internet. This is apparent 
from the many instances where internet services and access have been the first casualty of political 
unrest. This panel will reflect on balancing rights and freedoms with legitimate security interests in 
cyberspace.  

Moderator: Lea Kaspar, Head, Programme Portfolio, Global Partner Digital, United Kingdom  

Karsten Geier, Head, the Cyber Policy Coordination Staff in Germany’s Federal Foreign Office  

Sanjay Kumar Verma, Additional Secretary, Administration and Cyber Diplomacy, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India 

M. Driss El Yazami, President of the National Human Rights Council, Morocco

13:05 – 15.05



OUT OF AFRICA: WHAT THE CONTINENT’S TECHNOLOGY REVOLUTION CAN TEACH THE WORLD

Africa is home to many unique and inspiring stories of digital change. From Tanzania to Tunisia, the 
internet is creating pioneers in mobile connectivity, content creation and human rights. This panel will 
explore Africa’s experiences with technology – both its use and misuse – and ask what lessons it holds 
for the rest of the globe. 

Spotlight Speech: Mr Mohamed Sajid, Minister of Tourism, Air Transport, Handicraft and Social Economy

Moderator: Katharina Jahrling, Spokesperson, Euro-Mediterranean Arab Association (EMA) Board 

Nimusiima Barbara, Administrator at IWCE (Conference for critical communication technology), 
Uganda 

Leila Hassanin, International Development Advisor, and Founder ArabDev 

 Gwendoline Abunaw, Managing Director, Ecobank  Foundation, Cameroon

TEA/COFFEE BREAK 

15:05 – 16:30

16: 30 – 16:45
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TEA/COFFEE BREAK18:15 – 18:30

CLICK AND ELECT: THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON ELECTORAL OUTCOMES

Russia’s influence operations during the 2016 US election raised important questions about the role of 
social media in politics and national security. While such conversations focus on developed states, it 
is in Asia and Africa where the risks of accentuating identity-based divides and manipulating political 
processes are highest. This panel will discuss how developing nations can secure the sanctity of 
political processes and what role tech corporations will play.

Moderator: Angela McKay, Senior Director,  Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, Microsoft 

Paula Kift, Civil Liberties Engineer at Palantir Technologies, United States  

Sean Kanuck, Director of Cyber, Space and Future Conflict, International Institute of Strategic Studies 

Salif Sanogo, Journalist and Producer BBC Afrique, Dakar  

Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation 

16:45 – 18:15



CYBER SECURITY AND GLOBAL STABILITY 

Over the years, the variety and intensity of cyberattacks have multiplied exponentially—even as states 
have struggled to arrive at a global framework for cybersecurity. As developing countries digitize to 
improve governance, financial inclusion and achieve development goals, designing ecosystems that 
are resilient and trustworthy remains a key imperative. This panel will discuss the means build state 
capacity in cyberspace and find avenues for international cooperation.  

Spotlight Speech: Eran Raven Feigenbaum, Former Chief of Security, Google  

Moderator: James Owen, Senior Partner for India and South Asia, Control Risks   

Angela McKay, Senior Director, Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, Microsoft 

JK Alhassan, Head of Department of Cyber Security Science, Federal University of Technology, Minna 

Karsten Geier, Head, the Cyber Policy Coordination Staff in Germany’s Federal Foreign Office 

Mehdi Driouiche, Vice President, Oranisation and Information Systems, Royal Air Maroc 

18:30 – 20:00



DINNER CONVERSATION 1: GENDER IMPERATIVE IN THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

The fourth industrial revolution will transform the relationship between labor, industry and government. 
So far, conversations on the effect of such developments on women are limited. Even though social 
norms often hinder women’s participation in the formal workforce, their presence in the informal 
sector will create new opportunities as the 4IR improves prospects for labour in the “gig economy”. 
This panel will discuss the how women can benefit from the 4IR. 

Moderator: Danielle Kayembe, Founder, GreyFire Impact, United States  

Gisele Yitamben, Founder and President, Association pour le Soutien et l’Appui à la Femme Entrepreneur 
(ASAFE), France 

Houda Chakiri, Chair IEEE Morocco Section Women in Engineering Affinity Group, Morocco 

Keshinee Shah, Senior Manager, Dahlberg 

Jennifer Elle Lewis, Gender Consultant, United States    

Anna Lee, Co-Founder, VP of Engineering, Lioness  

Houda Chakiri, Founder and CEO, Enhanced Technologies 

20:00 – 22:00



DINNER CONVERSATION 2: AFRICAN INNOVATION AND THE KEY TO INCLUSION 

Africa is entering a new era of opportunity and enterprise driven by local innovation. Already, evidence 
from mobile payments, health care and blockchain based ledgers reveal that Africa’s young population 
is keen to employ technology to serve public purposes. This panel will discuss how these states can 
build educational and organizational capabilities; partner with key countries; find new avenues of 
finance; help share best practices and scale digital solutions. 

Moderator: Ronak Gopaldas, Director, Signal Risk, South Africa  

Kamran Elahian, Founder and Chairman, Global Innovation Catalyst, LLC, USA

Lucy Corkin, Business Manager, Rand Merchant Bank, South Africa 

Sandiso Zama Sibisi, Lead, Accenture Open Innovation, South Africa 

Mohamed Buhari, CEO Briclinks Africa Plc., Nigeria 

20:00 – 22:00



DINNER CONVERSATION 3: AFRICA AS THE HUB OF INDO-ATLANTIC TRADE: ENSURING AN 
INCLUSIVE DIGITAL TRADE NEXUS 

Africa sits at the intersection to two dynamic digital ecosystems in Asia and the Atlantic. Framing 
consistent rules on data governance and trade will increase foreign investment, encourage growth 
in indigenous platforms and create efficiencies for small enterprises. Simultaneously, these states 
must guard against data colonialism and protect nascent digital platforms. This panel will discuss how 
African states can participate equitably in global digital trade, and what role the African Union can 
play. 

In conversation: 

Isabelle Mégré, Advisor, Program and Content, International Economic Forum of the Americas 

Cecilia Pagkalinawan, Founder and CEO BRWN.me

20:00 – 22:00



Saturday, May 12, 2018

REGISTRATION09:30 – 10:00

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Helen Hai, Goodwill Ambassador, United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

NEW REALITIES AND THE FUTURE OF ENTERTAINMENT

From artificial intelligence generated podcasts to augmented reality based video games, technology 
is transforming the entertainment market. Driven by the falling costs of emerging technologies and 
internet penetration, Asian and African states have a chance to create new markets, investment 
opportunities and jobs by encouraging their entertainment industries. Which new technologies will 
enable this and how can governments foster cross platform and cross boundary collaboration among 
artists? 

Spotlight Speech: Mr Mohamed Laaraj,  Minister of Culture and Communication 

Moderator: Khalila Kellz Mbowe, Founder & MD: Unleashed Africa Company Limited, Tanzania 

Raja Krishna Menon, Director, Indian Film Industry  

Nicolo Andreula, Independent Researcher, Singapore  

Hala Abdala Sarhan, Former Television Show Host and Vice President, Dream TV, Egypt 

10:00 – 10.20

10:20 – 11:45
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TEA/COFFEE BREAK11.45 – 12.00

DATA DRIVEN GOVERNANCE: CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR DEVELOPMENT

The Internet is now an integral component of the development of countries in Africa and Asia. Robust 
cyber capacity is necessary for States to progress in economic, social, and political spheres. With this 
context in mind, this panel will discuss ways to build capacity in the public and private domain in ways 
that help facilitate broader governance goals. 

Moderator: Kawsu Sillah, IT Specialist, Abuja, Nigeria 

Isaac Mukama, Head innovations and Training ICT4D, Uganda 

Savannah Kunovsky, CTO, Moringa School, Nairobi 

Venkatesh Krishnamoorthy, Country Manager, Business Software Alliance 

LUNCH SESSION 1: SECURING DIGITAL FUTURES

This panel will take stock of the various data security and data protection practices currently in place 
in various African nations. It will identify lacunae in laws and regulations that leave those dependent 
on the digital technologies vulnerable. Finally, by comparing recent developments in data protection 
across Asia, the panel will identify best practices in data protection for an open, secure, stable and 
accessible ICT environment.

Moderator: Shimelse Mekonnen, Manager of Reporting and Data Analytics, Quality Technology Inc, 
United States 

Ghanisiam Rao Bhoyroo, Acting Executive Director of the National Computer Board, Government of 
Mauritius 

12:00 – 13:15

13:15 – 15:15



Analia Aspis, Founder and President, Weiba Foundation, Argentina

Bezawit Girma, Senior System Administrator, NIB International Bank, Ethiopia 

LUNCH SESSION 2: DIGITAL PICKPOCKETS: A NEW CYBER-CRIME WAVE 

Cyberspace in Africa and Asia has become a hotbed of criminal activity. In Kenya, online businesses 
lose as much as USD 146 million per year to cybercrime. This panel will discuss the reasons for the 
rise of this digital scourge across the region and explore the ways through which it can be mitigated. 

Moderator: Oluwafemi Osho, Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria 

Marie Agha-Wevelsiep, Council of Europe, Romania  

Jiten Jain, CEO-Indian Infosec Consortium, India 

Yusuph Kileo, Cybersecurity & digital forensics Expert, AfICTA Board Member, MD-NCF, Tanzania 

LUNCH SESSION 3: TOWARDS AN AFRO-ASIAN STRATEGY FOR COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM 
ONLINE 

Technology has played a prominent role in the rise of radicalism in the Africa and Asia, with encryption-
enabled mobile phones making it easier for terrorists to avoid detection whilst they coordinate their 
activities and social media serving as a fertile breeding ground for fundamentalists. This panel will 
discuss the development of a pan-continental strategy to counter the threat posed by digital terrorism.  

Moderator: Maya Mirchandani, Senior Fellow, ORF  

Maha Aziz, Professor, Political Risk & Prediction, New York University 

Mohamed Daoud, Business Development Director, Governance, Risk & Compliance, Middle-East & 

13:35 – 15:30

13:35 – 15:30



North-Africa (MENA), Thomson Reuters 

Marc Porret, ICT Coordinator, Counter Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED), United 
Nations 

Mohamed Elfayoumy, Political Advisor, United Nations

FUNDING THE NEXT GENERATION OF STARTUPS 

Enabling youth to develop their own businesses will be a key factor in the rapid growth of the African 
region. In this new digital economy, decision makers need to ensure that infrastructure and sources of 
funding are developed for young entrepreneurs. This panel will discuss opportunities and challenges 
faced by young people in the new digital economic environment, how policies to facilitate trade, 
investment and innovation for African youth can be improved. 

Moderator: Soline Kauffmann, Global Head of Ecosystems, Early Metrics, United Kingdom

Abdou Khadre Lo, Director for Africa, Access Partnership, Senegal 

Aishwarya Balaji, CEO & Founder of Impact Chain Lab, USA

Said Khalil, Head of Digital & Innovation, Med1 TV, Morocco 

Sanaa Tazi, Vice President, Digital and Data Management, Royal Air Maroc 

TEA/COFFEE BREAK 

15:30 – 17:00

17:00 – 17:15



CONTENT CONTINENT - FOSTERING THE GROWTH OF AFRICA’S CREATIVE ECONOMY  

The wealth of artistic talent in Africa that was waiting to be unleashed is finding new opportunities in 
the digital medium. The increasing penetration of both smart devices and high-bandwidth internet will 
not only transform consumption patterns but jump-start the continent’s creative export. This panel will 
discuss how African nations can bolster creativity indigenously and work towards becoming integral 
components in the global value chain of the artistic enterprise. 

Moderator: Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation 

Catalina Ruiz Navarro, Estreotipas, Colombia  

Bharat Bala, Film-maker, India  

Nosa Dag, Entertainment Mogul, Nigeria 

Tamer Amin, Television Presenter, Al Hayat TV, Egypt 

Ashraf Ibrahim, Ambassador of Egypt to Morocco  

17:15 – 18:45



VOTE OF THANKS

COCKTAILS AND GALA DINNER

20:15 – 20:20

20:20 onwards

BEING HUMAN IN THE AGE OF AI AND ICT: THE FUTURE OF WORK 

With technical innovators calling for human beings to evolve to match the increasing capacities of AI, 
it has become pertinent that we, as humans, contemplate what we want to evolve into and what we 
want the future of our work, our relationships and our world to look like. This requires re-thinking the 
how and why of technological innovations and foster human-centric designs that enable us to evolve 
in alignment with our aspirations for each other, our planet and ourselves. 

Moderator: Ineke Buskens, Research For the Future, South Africa  

Yao Zhang, Robot Era, China 

Craig Wing, CEO, Future World 

Susan Bakesha, Consultant with Development Alternatives Consult (DAC) 

Rajeev Mantri, Executive Director, Navam Capital, India  

Pali Leholha, Former Statistician-General of South Africa

18:45 – 20:15t



SPEAKERS AND DELEGATES



ABDOU KHADRE LO
Director for Africa, Access Partner-
ships 

AISHA AMOKA
Systems Analyst, Federal Ministry of 
Communications, Abuja, Nigeria

AISHWARYA BALAJI
Founder and CEO, Impact Chain Lab 

Dr Abdou Khadre LO is Access 
Partnership’s Director for Africa, and 
leads its office in Dakar, Senegal.  
His experience as an international 
consultant includes collaborations 
with the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the EU, the AU. He now deals 
with African and International ICT 

sector members and works with industry members companies 
such as Facebook, Google, Microsoft, Iridium Satellite, etc. 
within the International telecommunications Union, which is the 
UN body in charge of Telecoms. Dr LO holds a PhD from the 
University of Paris1-Sorbonne. He is a respected authority on 
politics and technologies in Senegal and Africa, and is regularly 
consulted by international media.

Aisha Amoka is a Computer Science 
Graduate of Usmanu Danfodiyo 
University, Sokoto and works with the 
Federal Ministry of Communications 
Abuja, Nigeria as a Systems Analyst. 
Aisha is the founder of MAKIFA 
Network and also the National 
Coordinator for Women in STEM 

Brainiacs. An experienced IT expert for over five years, Aisha has 
lots of experience with team work, tutoring and developing web 
pages. She strives to build capacity and expertise in the IT sphere 
by researching, interacting and connecting with new people in 
the tech industry.

Aishwarya is the founder and CEO of 
the Impact Chain Lab, a blockchain 
innovation lab focused on global 
development and has been involved 
with blockchain technology since 
early 2016. She is now focused 
on identifying ways to apply the 
technology to create solutions in 

the global development landscape. Aishwarya previously was 
an investor for 37 Angels, a women-led angel network and ran 
strategy and operations for Build Academy, a venture backed 
education technology and social impact startup that focused 
on crowdsourcing innovative design solutions for the building 
industry after joining as their first employee. Prior to that she 
spent some time as a global consultant for PwC working with 
fortune 500 clients on technology and security in the consumer 
products space.



AMINA KHAIRY
Writer, Al Hayat Newspaper

ANALÍA ASPIS
Internet Policy Consultant Weiba 
Foundation, University of Buenos 

AMADOU A. BAH
Founder, The Gambia Cyber Security 
Alliance

Amina Khairy is a journalist and Features 
Editor at Al Hayat International Daily 
Newspaper, Cairo, Egypt.  She was the 
Presenter and Editor of the “Ana T.V.” 
program Iqraa Al Haditha in 2009. She 
worked as Editor of the “Egyptian T.V.” 
program Al Zel Al Ahmar from 2008 to 
2009. In her early professional career, 

Khairy worked as a Bureau Manager & Journalist at The Middle 
East Times Weekly Newspaper from 1987 -1989 before moving 
to “New Horizon”, a monthly English Magazine, as a freelance 
journalist in 1990.In addition to her full-time job with Al Hayat, 
she contributes a weekly for El Watan, Al MasyalYoum dailies, 
Masrawy News and Al Ahram Online websites and Ahram Weekly 
newspaper. She also teaches Journalism and Writing for the Mass 
Media at the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime 
Transport.

Analia is a Lawyer. She recieved her 
MBA in law, crime and security in new 
technologies (University of Lausanne). 
She is a PhD candidate in University of 
Stockholm and University of Buenos 
Aires-CONICET. She is a researcher at 
University of Buenos Aires. She is also 
a Professor, lecturer and national and 

international author specialized in technology. She is the advisor 
and member of international working groups on cybersecurity, 
privacy, human rights, internet of things, among others. 

Amadou A. Bah is an advocate, blogger, 
activist and a trainer in the field of 
cyber Security. In 2011 he established 
an organization called Ba’lal Rural 
Empowerment and Sustainable 
Development Initiative (BRESDI). 
BRESDI is an organization that creates 
awareness on the importance of ICT in 

community development and also provides free ICT training for 
rural kids. In 2012 he established a career development center as 
a way to prepare children in the field of science and technology. 
Between 2013 to 2015 he conducted series of cyber security 
awareness and ICT training programs promoting ICT education, 
and in April 2016, he founded and registered an organization call 
the Gambia Cyber Security Alliance (GCSA).



ANGELA MCKAY
Senior Director, Cybersecurity Policy 
and Strategy, Microsoft

ANNA KIM LEE
Co-Founder, VP of Engineering, 
Lioness

ANN IYET AHMADU
Founder, Digital Entrepreneurship For 
Women (DEW) Program, Nigeria  

ARSENE TUNGALI
Executive Director, Rudi International, 

Angela McKay is currently Senior 
Director of Cybersecurity Policy 
and Strategy within Trustworthy 
Computing at Microsoft. Mckay 
leads Microsoft’s public policy 
work on cybersecurity and cloud 
security. McKay serves on the Board 
of Councilors for the East West 

Institute and represents Microsoft at the US National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee. Prior to Microsoft, 
McKay worked with Booz Allen Hamilton on cybsersecurity and 
resiliance, and BellSouth Telecommunications as an engineer

Anna is the co-founder and VP of 
Engineering of Lioness, a women’s 
sexual health company. Lioness builds 
the first smart, biofeedback vibrator 
and tool for self-experimentation to 
help women learn more about their 
bodies and to push the currently 
limited research on women’s sexual 

health. Before Lioness, she was a mechanical engineer at Amazon 
Lab126 working on the Amazon Dash Button’s original concept 
and the Kindle Voyage’s Page Press technology. In her spare time, 
she volunteers at Scientific Adventures for Girls which provides 
hands-on STEM afterschool programs for young girls. Anna holds 
a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from UC Berkeley and lives in 
San Francisco.

Ann Ahmadu is a certified innovator 
and digital entrepreneur with more 
than five years experience in Digital 
Entrepreneurship. Ann has successfully 
designed and facilitated programs 
aimed at creating an enabling business 
environment for young entrepreneurs 
in Nigeria. Ann recently launched her 

Digital Entrepreneurship For Women (DEW) program for women 
between the age of 16 and 35 years across Nigeria. She presently 
sits as Digital Entrepreneurship Advisor at Enspire Incubator, a 
technology entrepreneurship development program in Abuja, 
Nigeria.

Arsene Tungali is a well-known 
Internet evangelist who has been 
working for the past 7 years on 
Internet governance issues such as 
Internet freedom, domain name policy, 
locally as well as globally. His work is 
also focusing on encouraging women 
and youth to participate in ICT policy 

debates that are shaping the Internet of today and tomorrow. 
He has spoken on, conducted and supported research projects, 
documenting violations happening online such as Internet 
shutdowns, censorship, human rights violations in his country, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and across Africa.



BARBARA CHRISTINE NIMUSIIMA
International Women’s Centre for 
Empowerment (IWCE)

BEZAWIT GIRMA BEYENE
Senior System Administrator, Nib 
International Bank

BEATA KASALE
Special Projects Director, The Voice 
Newspaper, Botswana

BHARAT GANAPATHY
Bharatbala Productions Pvt. 

Barbara is an ICT/Gender specialist 
and dynamic advocate for  structures 
that bring women to the fore front 
of development, eliminating social 
and economic inequalities.. She 
previously worked for the UN Food 
and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) in 
Uganda. She is currently working with 

International Womens’ Centre for Empowerment  to develop 
programmes that enhance social responsive strategies to support 
and facilitate sustainable development primarily for women’s 
access to market programs, prevention of online Gender based 
violence, internet governance, enterprise development, business 
linkages, and to set up investments in new and innovative 
business and social services. 

Bezawit Girma is Information 
Technology specialist who has 
received M.Sc Degree in Information 
Science from Addis Ababa University 
and B.Sc. Degree in computer science 
from University of Gondar. Currently, 
Bezawit is working for Nib International 
Bank as Senior System Administrator. 

Her experience in learning and excelling at new technologies 
motivated her in conducting research and carryout different IT 
tasks to address existing challenge in society and business. She 
is also interested in seeking solution for health, education and 
other community challenges by using technology.     

Beata Kasale is the Special Projects 
Director for Botswana’s most popular 
newspaper, The Voice and Managing 
Director of Mobile Enterprises, a 
mobile solutions company operating 
in Botswana. He heads the team that 
migrated the print edition of The Voice 
to digital and grew it to maintain it’s 

status as a popular news source. Kasale’s department at The 
Voice is mainly responsible for exploring alternative revenue 
streams through the use of digital platforms. 
As the director at Mobile Enterprises she drives the company 
to provide mobile based solutions for the Government at 
community at large to better maximise the benefits of evolving 
mobile digital technologies.

Bharat Bala, as he is popularly known, 
has worked with different genres of 
film communication in his 20-year 
career. He has directed more than 500 
TV commercials in India since 1985 and 
has filmed across the subcontinent’s 
most beautiful and exotic landscapes 
for some of the leading international 

and domestic brands in India. Directed two features films “Hari 
Om” which has won many international awards and “Maryan” his 
second film. Bhara Bala has won several awards in his career  for 
advertising films, feature films and special film projects. Bharat 
Bala was also the Jury for the Prestigious National Awards for 
Feature Film 2011.



BIJAN FARNOUDI 
Head of Communication, Kofi Annan 
Foundation

BITSEAT TADESSE ARAGAW
Programmer, iCog-Labs

BIRUK MEKONNEN
Assistant Researcher, Ethiopian Bio-
technology Institute  

CARL MANLAN
Chief Operating Office, Ecobank 
Foundation

Bijan is the Head of Communications 
at Kofi Annan Foundation and is the 
spokesperson for Kofi Annan. He 
previously spent ten years with the 
ICRC in war-torn countries. 

Bitseat is a programmer at iCog-Labs 
research and development company 
based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
She received her Bachelors degree 
in computer science from Bahirdar 
University in 2010. She got her Msc 
degree in computer science in 2015. 
In addition to teaching, Bitseat is a 

researcher and published two papers in international journals. 
After working in Addis Ababa University in the position of 
lecturer for 6 months, in 2017, she started working in her current 
company icog-Labs which collaborates with international AI 
research groups and serves customers around the world. 

Biruk Mekonnen is currently an assistant 
researcher in Ethopia Biotechnology 
Institute and works at the intersection 
of artificial intelligence and healthcare. 
He is involved in the development 
and design of robotics and machine 
learning in early detection of kidney 
failure. He was previously a network 
engineer at the Hiwing Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering Technology 

Corporation. 

Carl Manlan is the Chief Operating 
Officer of the Ecobank Foundation. 
He is responsible for the strategic 
implementation of the foundation’s 
strategy across Africa.
 
He is an economist with over ten 
years of experience in health, finance 

and project implementation. He has worked with communities 
across Africa and developed systems to improve public health 
financing while at UNDP and at the Global Fund. As a Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation Leadership Fellow at the Economic Commission for 
Africa, he focused on industrial and agricultural policies aimed at 
accelerating the transformation of the African continent. Prior to 
joining Ecobank, he was the Executive Secretary a public-private 
partnership between the African Union and the African private 
sector in the fight Ebola in West Africa.



CATALINA RUIZ NAVARRO
Editor in Chief, Volcánica Magazine

CECILIA PAGKALINAWAN-NAGY
Founder, AppLoud

CATHLEEN BERGER
Global Engagement Lead, Mozilla 

CHRISSY CHANGWA SIMUKONDA
Senior Economist, Ministry of Com-
merce, Trade and Industry, Zambia

Catalina is the Editor in chief of 
Volcánica, the Latin American feminist 
online magazine of Nómada Media. 
She is a weekly op-ed columnist 
at El Espectador and Cromos in 
Colombia. She is the Co-creator of 
(e)stereotipas, an online, feminist, 
Latin American project that uses pop 
aesthetics and social and online media 

for counter-speech. She is an Independent consultant on digital 
communications strategies. She is the co-coordinator of the 
Latin American Young Journalist Network (Red Latinoamericana 
de Jóvenes Periodistas). She was the Youth Action Net Fellow 
in 2011. Her work as a journalist and commentator has been also 
published in VIce Magazine, Letras Libres, Razón Pública and The 
Guardian.

Serial entrepreneur and advisor with 
expertise in ecommerce, mobile, 
and marketing for multi-national 
companies. She has worked with 
brands such as Burberry, Frette and La 
Perla. 

Cathleen Berger is currently leading 
Mozilla’s engagement with global 
internet fora. In this position, she is 
tasked with identifying emerging 
trends around privacy and security, 
digital inclusion and literacy, openness 
and decentralisation. Prior to this, 
she worked within the International 
Cyber Policy Coordination Staff at 
the German Foreign Office where she 

was in charge of divising strategies for Internet Governance, 
promoting human rights and freedom online, as well as drafting 
policy concepts for capacity building and digital development. 
Cathleen was also a fellow at the Centre for Internet and Human 
Rights (CIHR), an associate at Stiftung Neue Verantwortung 
(snv) and a Global Governance Futures fellow at the Global 
Public Policy Institute (GPPi). 

Simukonda is currently a Senior 
Economist  at the Industrial Monitoring 
and Evaluation employed at the 
Ministry of Commerce, Trade and 
Industry of Zambia. His responsibilities 
include formulating, administering and 
monitoring policies and regulating 
activities in the commercial, trade and 

industrial sectors in order to enhance the sector’s contribution 
to sustainable social – economic development. He has previously 
undergone various trainings abroad in Japan related to 
Industrialisation and law-oriented Infrastructure to promote  
investments, among others. 



CLARA GRUITROOY
Editor in Chief, Volcánica Magazine-
Co-founder and Secretary General 
of the Euro-Mediterranean-Arab 
Association

DANIEL  MWAI
Lecturer, University of Nairobi 

CRAIG WING
Partner, FutureWorld International 
Limited

DENNIS ADJEI
Manager, Information Technology 
Department, Securities and exchange 
Commission Ghana.

Clara is the co-founder and Secretary 
General of the Euro-Mediterranean-
Arab Association EMA with offices 
in Hamburg, Berlin, Casablanca 
and Tunis. For over a decade, Clara 
has committed to the economic 

cooperaton between Germany and the Arab region. The prize 
winning mentoring program “Ouissal” is one key example of 
her efforts to bridging outstanding female entrepreneurs. Clara 
studied international law in Paris and conflict management in 
Berlin.

Dr. Daniel holds a PhD in Health 
economics. He is a lecturer at the 
University Of Nairobi, Kenya and a 
recognized thought leader in health 
financing and policy; health economic 
evaluation, resource mobilization 
for health sector and program 
management in Africa. He has advised 
the Kenya ministry of health on health 

financing for the last 10 years. He has been a leading expert on 
domestic resource mobilization initiative in line with the universal 
health coverage agenda. 

Craig Wing is a partner at FutureWorld 
International, a firm that strategizes 
with companies to future proof their 
businesses and lead their sector. He 
was the former head of Small Business 
Marketing for Google South Africa, 
started 4 companies including a non-
profit in Silicon Valley, and his first 

book went to number one on Amazon in 3 categories.
Craig is an AFLI Desmond Tutu Fellow, AshokaU changemaker, 
WEF Global Shaper, Mail and Guardian Top 200 under 35, 
Destiny Man Top 40 under 40, and Levi’s Pioneer Nations Top 
40 youth. He has also been on television, radio and is a  frequent 
keynote speaker on entrepreneurship, disruptive innovation and 
culture. He is also one of the youngest graduation speakers at the 
University of Johannesburg.

Dennis Nii Adjei has over 10 years 
of experience in the Information 
Technology sector. He holds a BSc 
Computer Science from KNUST Ghana 
and MSc Management Information 
Systems from University of Ghana. 
He is currently a Manager in the 

Information Technology Department in SEC, Ghana. He holds 
certifications in CCNP (Cisco) and NCDA (NetApp). 



WARUNA SRI DHANAPALA
Ministry Of Telecommunication, Digital 
Infrastructure & Foreign Employment, 
Sri Lanka

DUDUZILE NYIRONGO
Member, People’s Own Voice

EPHRAIM PERCY KENYANITO
Head, ARTICLE 19 Eastern Africa 

Waruna Sri Dhanapala is currently  the Senior Assistant Secretary (ICT for Development) in the Ministry of 
Telecommunication, Digital Infrastructure & Foreign Employment, Sri Lanka.  Mr. Dhanapala is one of Sri Lanka’s 
alternate representatives to the ICANN Government Advisory Committee (GAC). He is also in charge of the 
ICT commitments of Sri Lanka’s National Action Plan of Open Government Partnership (OGP). As the Minister 
Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations in New York (2012 – 2014), Mr. Dhanapala 
was elected by UN General Assembly as Vice Chair of the Second Committee (Economic and Finance) for its 

68th Session, representing the Asia Pacific Group. He was responsible for several key Resolutions, including ICT for Development, Science 
and Technology for Development, South-South Cooperation, Globalization and Interdependence

Dudu is a chartered accountant, 
business leader, theologian and 
also a political activist. She was 
Head of Finance for Uni Products, 
a food manufacturer, until end of 
2017 when she left to embark on 
her entrepreneurial journey. She is 
currently studying for an MBA at the 
ALU School of Business in Rwanda. 

She cofounded CitizensZW as she is also a citizen activist who 
is passionate about seeing a just, equitable, democratic and 
prosperous Zimbabwe. Dudu is also an aspiring local government 
councilor in the upcoming 2018 elections in Zimbabwe under the 
POVO banner which is a coalition of independent councilors. 

Ephraim Kenyanito leads ARTICLE 19 
Eastern Africa digital right’s work and 
has worked over the past 5 years in the 
African ICT/ IP & Media Law industry 
researching its nexus with International 
Development.He is an affiliate at the 
Internet Policy Observatory and a 
member of the UN Secretary General’s 
Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Group on 

Internet Governance; the European Commission Global Internet 
Policy Observatory’s  Advisory Group and the Advisory Group 
for Code Red. Previously, Ephraim worked on democratic 
governance, international development and transparency with 
a diverse range of organizations including the Freedom Online 
Coalition’s Digital Development and Openness Working Group, 
Access Now, Transparency International, Index On Censorship, 
MercyCorps and the Centre for Law and Research International, 
as well as the East African Community Secretariat and the Kenyan 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Trade.



ERAN FEIGENBAUM
Founder, Feigenbaum Consulting

FATIMA JESUS CAMBRONERO
Former Vice Chair, Internet Society 
Mexico

EVELYN C.M SOKO 
Data Manager, Ministry of Commerce, 
Trade and Industry, Zambia

GAUTAM SAXENA
Axiata Digital, Axiata Tower, 
KualaLumpur, Malaysia

Eran Feigenbaum has long been 
recognized as an accomplished 
information security leader. With 
over 20 years worth of  experience 
in building high performing global 
security teams in dynamic fast-paced 
environments utilizing cutting edge 
technologies. Recently he was the 
CISO for an e-commerce startup, 

Jet.com (acquired by Walmart for $3.3 Billion) where he built 
security from the ground up. Previously he spent nine years at 
Google as the Director of Security for Google Enterprise, where 
Eran pioneered many of the security and privacy strategies 
used by Cloud Computing today. Prior to Google, Eran was the 
US CISO for PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). Eran is a highly 
sought-after speaker and cited in many publications. He serves 
on the advisory boards of several companies.

Fatima Cambronero is a lawyer and is 
currently responsible of the IT Law at 
R10S Abogados working with Internet 
governance issues, personal data 
protection, privacy, consumer’s rights 
and domain names issues. She is the 
former Vice Chair of ISOC Mexico 
Chapter and member of the Advisory 

Board of the Global Forum on Cyber Expertise. She is serving 
as an Expert Moderator for the ISOC Next Generation Leaders 
eLearning Course in its Spanish Edition. She served as member 
of the Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG) of the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF) and also of the LACIGF Program 
Committee.

Evelyn Mwenya is the Data Manager in 
the Ministry of Commerce, Trade and 
Industry, a position she have held for 
the last twelve years. She heasd the 
Data Management and Information 
Section responsible for Information 
and Communications Technology, 
Management, Statistics and 

Information dissemination. The Ministry of Commerce, Trade and 
Industry has a keen interest in e-commerce and e-transactions 
in the commercial, trade and industrial sectors, which, her unit 
coordinates within the organisation.

Gautam has over 12 years of investment 
banking experience and re-joined 
Merrill Lynch in 2006.
Previously, Gautam was with Merrill 
Lynch New York in the Global 
Communications team and has also 
worked with HSBC and ABN AMRO in 
Hong Kong.



GHANSIAM RAO BHOYROO
Acting Executive Director,  National 
Computer Board, Government of 
Mauritius 

GISÈLE YITAMBEN 
President of the Association for the 
support of women entrepreneurs 

HALAH SARHAN
Former Television Show Host and 
Vice President, Dream TV, Egypt

Ghansiam Rao is currently the Acting 
Executive Director of the National 
Computer Board, a position he has 
held since 2002. He have working 
experience in Airlines, Marketing, 
Consultancy and ICT. Currently, he 
is managing the implementation of 

the following projects: Digital Youth Engagement Programme; 
setting up of 3D printing centres; Open Data initiatives; Anti 
Cyber Threat Monitoring System; Disaster Recovery site for GOC; 
Innovtech 2018; and Open Source projects

Gisèle M.Yitamben, economist 
by training, is an expert on 
entrepreneurship development, ICT 
and gender equality. She founded and 
is President of the social enterprise, 
ASAFE. An ardent defender of the 
rights of underprivileged persons, with 
actions always targeted to improving 

their welfare through searching for access to productive resources 
and technical services. She is a member of the Reference Group 
of experts that advises the Director General of UNESCO on issues 
related to education for sustainable Development and researcher-
member of the research network GRACE. Her expertise here 
earned her two books on women and ICT. A Schwab foundation 
fellow, Gisele has won several global prizes.
She is the President of New Faces New Voices Cameroon, an 
organization that work in changing policies and lives through 
investing in African women.

Hala began her career with Sheik Salah 
Kamel, the first satellite network ART, 
where she was manager of womens 
programmes and assistant to the 
chairman. She established the first 
private sector  TV Chanel, ‘Dream TV’, 
which she became vice-president of. 
She also helped established the Prince 

Al Waleed Bin Talal Rotana network. Over three decades, Hala 
has presented many sucessful political, social and entertainment 
programmes.

GWENDOLINE ABUNAW
Managing Director, Ecobank  Founda-
tion, Cameroon

Abunaw is Executive  Director of 
Ecobank Cameroon. She started her 
career as a risk analyst in Standard 
Chartered Bank, a banking institution 
she left in 2003 to join the Ecobank 
Group. She was hired by Citibank, 
before returning in 2011 to Ecobank 
Cameroon, where she was made the 

Deputy General Manager in 2015. Abunaw inherited a bank which 
has succeeded in leaving the 5th position in the hit parade of 
Cameroonian banks to rise to the 4th bank in the country behind 
Afriland First Bank, BICEC, and Société Générale.



HASSEN JAOUHARI
Radio Zitouna 

HOUDA CHAKIRI
CEO and Founder, Enhanced Tech-
nologies 

HELEN HAI
CEO, Made in Africa Initiative, African 
Development Bank

Hassen Jaohari is the national 
coordinator of Search for Common 
Ground in tunisia, a  journalist and 
web service manager, and an amnesty 
international member. 

Mrs Houda Chakiri is CEO and founder 
of Enhanced Technologies, a Moroccan 
IT company specializing in developing 
e-Government solutions. Currently 
pursuing her PhD at the University of 
Fez, Houda was selected among the 
top ten 
finalists of Sawaed contes, named 

among 100 best social entrepreneurs in GK3, Malaysia 2007, 
selected in Techwomen  program 2012 funded by the US 
department of State, was awarded the IEEE CIST 2014 Young ICT 
Entrepreneur Award and the WSTEM best middle level executive 
award 2015 by Meera Kaul Foundation. 

Houda has worked since 2003 as an IT manager overseeing 
different R&D projects at the Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, 
and is currently working to manage the change that  ICT 
brings to the organizational, political, and social levels in public 
administration in Morocco while managing her company. Helen Hai is the CEO of the Made in 

Africa Initiative and adviser to the 
governments of Ethiopia, Rwanda, and 
Senegal for investment promotion and 
industrialization. She is a senior adviser 
on South-South cooperation for the 
International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) and works closely with the UK’s 

Department for International Development (DFID), the World 
Bank, the Gates Foundation, the Tony Blair African Governance 
Initiative and other multilateral players involved in development 
issues in Africa. She is also United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) Goodwill Ambassador for industrialization 
in Africa. She is also Co-Founder, C&H Garments, which is a 
pioneer pan-Africa export-oriented garment manufacturer, and 
Young Global Leader and Co-Chair, Global Future Council on the 
Future of Consumption, World Economic Forum



IGWE UCHE
Communications and Outreach Ad-
viser, Open Government Partnership

INEKE BUESKENS
Founder, Research for the Future 

ILYAS EL OMARI
President Regional Council of Tanger-
Tetouan-Al Hoceima 

ISAAC MUKAMA
Head, Innovation and Training, ICT4D 
Uganda

Uche Igwe is a political risk analyst and 
governance expert. He has fifteen years 
experience work on transparency and 
accountability issues and is currently 
the Communications and Outreach 
Adviser at the Open Government 
Partnership(OGP) in Nigeria. Igwe has 
previosuly worked as a civil society 

liason officer for the Nigeria Extrative Industries Transparency 
initiative, and as a Research Fellow at the European Centre for 
Development Policy Management.

Ineke Buskens is a cultural 
anthropologist and research 
methodologist working in Africa, the 
Middle East and East Asia. Ineke was 
born in the Netherlands, where she 
co-designed and co-facilitated the 
first Women’s Studies majors in the 
country. As Head of the Centre for 
Research Methodology of the Human 

Sciences Research Council in South 
Africa, Ineke designed the country’s first experiential qualitative 
and participatory research training formats and methodology 
schools. Since then, Ineke has led several transnational, 
interdisciplinary and multi-method research projects, of which 
the GRACE Research Network, involving 28 teams in 18 countries 
in Africa and the Middle East, has been the latest. GRACE 
completed 35 projects successfully and Ineke is the main editor 
of its two books (grace-network.net). 

Ilyas El Omari is a member of the 
Authenticity and Modernity Party and 
was elected as the regional council’s 
first president on 14 September 2015.

Isaac leads a group of young  University 
ICT graduates to develop business 
software and applications for Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SME) as well 
as  Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) across Uganda. As Head 
Innovation and Training at ICT4D 
Uganda, Isaac trains young innovators 

on being job creators on real life projects for many young adults. 
The work includes development of programmes that enhance 
social responsive strategies to support and facilitate sustainable 
development through access to market programs, enterprise 
development, business linkages, and to set up investments in new 
and innovative business and social services specifically targeting 
the micro and small enterprises as well as organisations working 
with improving poor people’s access to resources.



ISABELLE MÉGRÉ
Advisor, Program and Content, 
International Economic Forum of the 
Americas

JAMES OWEN
Head, Cyber Security practice, Con-
trol Risks

JENNIFER LEWIS 
Gender Consulatant, Make Every 
Woman Count

Isabelle Megre develops and manages 
the program and content of the annual 
conferences of the International 
Economic Forum of the Americas 
(IEFA). Prior to joining the IEFA, 

she has worked as a communication 
and public relation executive for the University of Quebec in 
Montreal (UQAM), the International Exchange for the Performing 
Arts (CINARS), The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and 
the Montreal International Documentary Festival (RIDM). She 
holds a Masters degree in International Studies - Cooperation, 
Development and Economy, and a Bachelor degree in 
Communications. 

James Owen is head of Control Risks’ 
Cyber Security practice in Europe and 
Africa. In this role, he supports several 
organisations in identifying cyber 
threats, developing risk management 
strategies and responding to breaches.
Prior to this, James ran Control 

Risks in India. Based in New Delhi, he oversaw the company’s 
operations, investment advisory and a wide range of complex 
problem solving assignments involving corruption, cyber and 
crisis incidents. Before India, James was based in Moscow, where 
he led Control Risks’ business intelligence practice. 

Jennifer Elle Lewis is a Gender 
Consultant currently based in 
New York, with primary focus on 
East and Southern Africa. Prior to 
consulting, she worked for ActionAid 
International in Johannesburg. While 
in Johannesburg, she was also the 

Manager of the Gender and Media Diversity Centre, a coalition of 
gender and media development NGOs, activists and institutions 
across Southern Africa and the globe. A graduate of the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, Jennifer has also worked for 
organisations such as Make Every Woman Count, The African 
Institute for Mathematical Sciences, The International Women’s 
Tribune Centre and UN-INSTRAW. In 2017, Jennifer was part of 
the online movement that lead to the historic Women’s March, 
when she worked with Women’s March Team Leaders to organize 
sister marches in Southern Africa and South East Asia.



JITEN KUMAR JAIN
CEO, Indian Infosec Consortium

JOHN KHALISA
Senior Economist, Urban Economy 
Consultant at World Bank Group

JOHN ALHASSAN
Faculty Member, Federal University 
Of Technology, Minna, Niger State, 
Nigeria

JONAH HILL
Internet Policy Specialist, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce Jiten Jain is a leading cyber security 

expert specialising in geopolitical 
intelligence analysis. He is CEO of Indian 
Infosec Consortium, an independent 
not-for-profit organization of leading 
ethical hackers and cyber experts 
in India. He is also the co-founder 
of  Voyager Infosec, a leading cyber 
security firm. Jiten has studied Cyber 

Defense and Information Assurance at Defence Academy of 
United Kingdom as a Chevning fellow. He is also invited by various 
arms of Government of India including its defense forces to train 
their cyber professionals. He is the youngest speaker to have 
addressed Air Commanders Conferences of Indian Air Force. 
Jiten is also a visiting faculty at the  National Police Academy of 
India and Foreign Service Institute of  Ministry of External Affairs.

John KALISA, Senior Economist, 
Urban economy Consultant at World 
Bank Group, Rwanda Office since 
2014.  Between 2008 and 2013 John 
worked for the Office of the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of  Rwanda, 
Cabinet Secretariat as Senior Policy 

Analyst in charge of Economic affairs. He negotiated East Africa 
regional trade and economic integration, East Africa Monetary 
union and Common market Protocols on behalf of Rwanda. John 
is also a PhD Candidate at University of Bonn, Germany.  

Dr. J. K. Alhassan is the Head at the 
Department of Cyber Security Science, 
Federal University of Technology, 
Minna, Nigeria. He has published over 
fifty-four articles. His research interest 
includes Artificial Intelligence, Data 
Mining, Internet Technology, Machine 

Learning, Human Computer Interaction, Computer Security 
and Big Data Analytics. He obtained Bachelor of Technology 
in Mathematics/Computer Science, at Federal University of 
Technology, Minna, Nigeria in 2000, a Master of Science in 
Computer Science, at University of Ibadan, Nigeria in 2006, and 
Doctor of Philosophy in Computer Science, at Federal University 
of Technology, Minna, Nigeria in 2014.

Jonah Force Hill is a Policy Specialist 
in the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
where he works on a variety of global 
technology policy issues, including 
digital trade, cybersecurity policy, 
privacy, and Internet governance. 
He represents the United States 
in government to government 

engagements and in venues such as the OECD, ICANN, and APEC.  
He serves as the executive secretariat for the Department’s 
“Internet Policy Task Force” and was the principal author of two 
of the Department’s recent technology policy strategies, the 
“International Cybersecurity Engagement Priorities” report and 
“Enabling Growth and Innovation in the Digital Economy.”  He 
holds an MPP from the Harvard Kennedy School, an MTS from 
the Harvard Divinity School, and a BA from the University of 
California, Los Angeles.



KAMAL ELDAHSHAN
Professor of Computer Science, 
AlAzhar University,  Nasr City, Cairo, 
Egypt.

Kamal ElDahshan is a professor of 
Computer Science and Information 
Systems at Al-Azhar University in 
Cairo, Egypt, where he also serves as 
President of the Egyptian Knowledge 
Bank coordination bureau, and leads 

the establishment of a Centre of 
Excellence in information technology, in collaboration with the 
Indian government. 
The author and co-author of a book and over a hundred academic 
papers, Prof. ElDahshan has obtained his PhD from the Université 
de Technologie de Compiègne, France, where he also taught for 
several years. He was also Visiting Professor at Virginia Tech, 
USA.
His research and consulting work includes a diverse and prestigious 
client roster, such as the Institut National de Télécommunications 
in Paris, the Egyptian Cabinet Information and Decision Support 
Centre, and the Egyptian Ministry of Education. 
Professor ElDahshan is a professional Fellow on Open Educational 
Resources with the US State Department, and an expert at the 
Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization.

KAMRAN ELAHIAN
Founder and Chairman, Global Inno-
vation Catalyst, LLC

Kamran advises various governments 
on the needed transition from fossil 
based economies to sustainable 
innovation economies. In the past, 
as a global high-tech entrepreneur, 
he co-founded ten companies, 

produced 6 exits, 3 of them Unicorn 
IPOs with a total market cap of over $8 billion.  For 15 yrears, 
he was the Chairman of Global Catalyst Partners, a global VC 
firm ($350M under management) with investments in the U.S., 
Japan, China, India, Israel and Singapore. Underlying his vision 
for global philanthropy is the conviction that modern Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICT) can be instrumental in 
dissolving barriers between nations and bridging the social and 
political differences among people. This vision was reflected in 
Schools-Online, a nonprofit he co-founded in 1996 to connect 
the world, one school at a time (6400 schools in 36 countries 
were provided with computers and access to the Internet) 
and merged with Relief International in 2003; Global Catalyst 
Foundation, co-founded in 2000 to improve lives through 
effective communication and empowerment of the youth (with 
special emphasis on young women) using the leverage of ICT, 
and UN-GAID, a United Nations global forum that promotes ICT 
in developing countries where he served as Co-Chairman (2009-
2011).



KANAMUGIRE CLEMENT
Policy Analyst, National Health Ser-
vices (UK)

KARIM TAJMOUATI
Director General, National Agency 
for Land Conservation, Cadastre and 
Cartography`

Clement Kanamugire is a Policy 
Analyst at National Health Service 
( UK), A government institution 
which champions innovation 
and improvement by supporting 
research and technology.In his 
role, He is assisting in creation and 
implementation of national policies 

and legislation, providing the long-
term vision and ambition to meet current and future challenges, 
putting health and care at the heart of government and being a 
global leader in health and care policy.
Prior to joining the National Health Service , Clement spent 4 years 
working with GlaxoSmithKline which is one of the world’s leading 
pharmaceutical research and MTN, the giant telecommunication 
company in South Africa.

KARSTEN DIETHELM GEIER
Head of the Cyber Policy Coordi-
nation Staff, Federal Foreign Office, 
Germany

KATHARINA JAHRLING
Managing Partner, Business Guard-
ians

Karsten Geier is Head of the Cyber 
Policy Coordination Staff in Germany’s 
Federal Foreign Office. A career 
foreign service officer, Karsten has 
held a variety of posts both at home 
and abroad.  He has served in South-

Eastern Europe, Brussels (at Germany’s 
Representation to the European Union), Washington, D.C., 
and New York (at the EU and German Missions to the United 
Nations.) Karsten Geier was Germany’s member of the 2014/2015 
UN Group of Governmental Experts on Developments in the 
Field of Information and Telecommunications in the Context of 
International Security, and he chaired the 2016/2017 Group.

Katharina Jahrling is currently 
Managing Partner at Business 
Guardians and is a value driven 
executive leader with long term 
experience in general management, 
business development and coaching. 
Katharina Jahrling has an engineering 

background in bio- and food technology. During her career in 
multi-national companies, she gathered a lot of experiences and 
skills in managing fast moving consumer goods B2B, B2C in 
Germany and abroad at corporate co-operations like Henkel and 
REWE. Lecturer for Transnational Communication Management, 
Speaker.



KATHLEEN MCGOWAN
Chief Advocacy Officer, Future State

Kay McGowan is the Chief 
Advocacy Officer at Future State, 
an entrepreneurial effort supported 
by the Rockefeller Foundation 
to help countries build inclusive 
digital economies. She brings deep 
understanding of the policy-making 
process, both within and between 
governments and through multilateral 

structures, to the team.  After more than a decade as a political 
officer in the U.S. diplomatic corps, Kay helped conceptualize and 
implement USAID’s shift to building financial services markets 
through technology-enabled systems, support to business model 
innovation, and the reform of regulatory and policy frameworks.  A 
recognized thought leader in digital financial inclusion and policy 
reform, Kay designs interdisciplinary courses for Georgetown 
University on the role technology and policy innovation for 
inclusive economic development and improved governance. 

KAWSU SILLAH 
Executive Secretary, African Youth 
Commission

KAZADI DANIELLE KAYEMBE
CEO, GreyFire Advisors

Kawsu Sillah is a young ICT 
professional and Youth advocate. He 
is actively involved in the Internet 
Governance sphere, specifically 
focusing on empowering young 
people through ICT4D. Currently, Mr. 
Sillah is the Executive Secretary at the 
African Youth Commission. In past, he 

have worked on different projects and campaigns on promoting 
Access to affordable and reliable Internet, young women and 
girls participation in the fields of STEM in the Gambia and the 
Africa region. Kawsu is deeply committed to promoting safer and 
more responsible use of online technology and mobile phones, 
especially among children and young people across the world.

Danielle is a female futurist and serial 
entrepreneur who works on projects at 
the intersection of women and social 
impact. She advises female founders 
on scaling their businesses and raising 
capital, and connects companies to 
ecosystems of underrepresented 

founders. Danielle was a founding partner in Tour of Tech: Lagos, 
an initiative to bring investors from Silicon Valley (TechStars, 500 
Startups, Wingpact) to tour growing tech hubs in Africa. Danielle 
is an advisor to social impact startups and a mentor to Columbia 
University’s business accelerator. She is a frequent speaker on 
CNBC, at the United Nations, and other events.



KESHINEE SHAH 
Senior Manager, Dahlberg

KHALILA MBOWE
 Managing Director, Unleashed Africa 

Khalila is a youth leader and a social 
entrepreneur from Tanzania. At 
Unleashed Africa, she aims to create 
platforms where youth can get 
access to jobs. She focuses mainly on 
promoting and empowering gender 
equity, youth employment, health and 

economic advancement.

LEA KASPAR
Executive Director, Global Partners 
Digital 

Lea Kaspar is the Executive Director 
of Global Partners Digital (GPD).  
Since 2012, she has been working at 
the intersection of human rights and 
digital communications, concentrating 
upon facilitating multistakeholder 
dialogue and effective civil society 
engagement in international forums 

and processes. She is currently working on the development and 
implementation of GPD’s cyber capacity building programme, 
which aims to make cyber policy-making processes around the 
world more open and inclusive. 

She is the co-Chair of the Advisory Board of the Global Forum 
on Cyber Expertise and a member of the UK Multistakeholder 
Group on Internet Governance. She has formerly served as a 
member of the Internet Governance Forum Multistakeholder 
Advisory Group (2015-2017), and the UN CSTD Working Group 
on Enhanced Cooperation (2016-2018). Lea works closely with 
governments in the Freedom Online Coalition, for which GPD 
performs a secretariat function. In 2017, she became a member 
of the European Council on Foreign Relations.

LEILA HASSANIN
Founder and Director, ArabDev  

Hassanin has worked nationally, 
regionally and internationally with 
WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, the Ford 
Foundation, IDRC, DANIDA, and 
Chemonics International and the 
government of Egypt. She creating 
some of the first IT developmental 
indicators for UNDP. Leila Hassanin 

has been advancing ICT4D since 1996. In 2014 she assessed the 
effects of AI with the Kavli Foundation. Hassanin is a published 
researcher. Hassanin received her BA and MA in Pol. Sc. and 
Development Studies from the American University in Cairo, she 
studied at the City University of New York and received her Ph.D. 
In Public Administration from Cairo University.



LUCY JANE CORKIN
Business Manager, Rand Merchant 
Bank,

MAHA AZIZ
Professor, New York University 

MALGORZATA KRUSIEWICZ
Policy coordinator, European Com-
missionMADALITSO PHIRI

Doctoral Research Fellow, University 
of South Africa 

Lucy Corkin has a PhD in politics 
from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, University of 
London. Her doctoral research — 
Uncovering African Agency: Angola’s 
management of China’s credit 
lines — has been published in both 
English and Portuguese. In 2012, She 

joined Rand Merchant Bank, the investment banking arm of the 
FirstRand Group, Africa’s largest financial institution by market 
capitalisation. Her current role at RMB is Business Strategist, 
focusing on RMB’s footprint in Africa outside of South Africa. 
Lucy is an avid traveler and linguist. She speaks English, Afrikaans, 
Portuguese, French and Mandarin Chinese.

Dr Maha Hosain Aziz is a professor 
at New York University (GSAS) 
specialising in global risk, which she 
also teaches at e-learning startup 
Pioneer Academics. She is working 
on her first book on risk which is 
supported by fellowships from the 
World Policy Institute and the LSE’s 

Institute of Global Affairs. She consults on risk with governments 
via crowdsourced consultancy Wikistrat and the Duco network. 
She is a former Businessweek columnist who blogs on risk for 
the Huffington Post. And she is a cartoonist adapting her award-
winning political comic book, The Global Kid, into a political 
graphic novel.

Małgorzata specializes in international 
economic, trade and regulatory affairs. 
Born in Warsaw, Poland, she has 
studied and worked in Europe, USA 
and Asia (China). 
She works now for the European 
Commission in Brussels, dealing with 
digital and economic affairs, mainly 

telecoms and digital trade in the EU multiparty cross-sectorial 
negotiations. Prior to the current role she was responsible for 
the implementation of the EU electronic communications 
services and networks’ framework in selected EU Member States 
and maintaining relations with key stakeholders regarding 
market developments and regulations.Małgorzata started her 
professional career in a strategic management consultancy firm 
with a focus in marketing and communications.

Madalitso Zililo Phiri is a Doctoral 
Research Fellow in Sociology at the 
University of South Africa (UNISA) 
in the National Research Foundation 
(NRF)/Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) Chair in Applied 
Social Policy. Phiri’s publications 
include book chapters and refereed 

journal articles amongst others in the Journal of Southern African 
Studies (JSAS), African Journal of Conflict Resolution (AJCR), 
Innovation and Development, and the South African Journal of 
International Affairs (SAJIA). Phiri’s research interests include 
comparative public policy in South Africa and Brazil, sociology of 
knowledge, and the political economy of development in Africa. 



MAMADOU NIANE
Founder, Blackbird Consulting 

MARC PORRET
United Nations Counter-Terrorism 
Executive Directorate

Mamadou Niane is an entrepreneur 
and a highly experienced e-commerce 
and marketing specialist. With nine 
years of experience, he has previously 
held senior positions with the likes of 
Alcatel-Lucent, Huawei and Europcar. 
Between 2014 and 2016 He managed 
the deployment of Kaymu (Jumia 
Group) the first marketplace in 

Senegal. 

He is the co-founder of Afrimalin an online classifieds website 
operating in eight countries in francophone Africa. Afrimalin was 
named as one the 100 most promising startup in Africa 

He is the Founder of Blackbird Consulting a consultancy firm 
helping startups to scale up and raise funds, he also manage the 
business development of INNOV4AFRICA and he is a speaker on 

Marc Porret is the officer in charge 
of information and communication 
technologies (ICT) and terrorism 
within CTED. He has launched the 
initiative ‘Tech Against Terrorism’ 
which is bringing together members 
of the Global Internet Forum to 
counter terrorism . He is also leading 

with UNODC and IAP (International Association of Prosecutors) 
an initiative to improve legal access to digital data across 
borders for investigators, prosecutors and central authorities.  
Mr. Porret also worked for the UN Office of Political Affairs on 
counter-terrorism as the first UN Counter-Terrorism Centre 
coordinator. Prior to joining the UN in 2005, Mr. Porret worked 
for the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs on cooperation 
with the international criminal tribunals. Mr. Porret also worked in 
Switzerland in private practice as a lawyer, on the implementation 
of the Swiss money laundering legislation and in international 
arbitration. 



MAYA MIRCHANDANI
Senior Fellow, Observer Research 
Foundation

MBERRY JOBE 
Programme Officer, The Gambia Na-
tional Youth Council

MEGAN CRESS
 CEO and Founder, York Pacific 
Group

MBAYE SECK DIOP
Deputy CEO, African Payment Gate-
way

Maya Mirchandani is a Senior Fellow 
at the Observer Research Foundation, 
New Delhi. She currently heads the 
‘Countering Violent Extremism’ project
(CVE) that looks for ways to build 
counter narratives to prevent 
extremism through dialogue and 
community intervention; and analyze 

hate speech and the impact of counter messaging on line. Maya 
is a broadcast journalist with over two decades of reporting 
with NDTV. She has received a BA in history and post graduate 
diplomas in mass communications and world politics — subjects
which have infl uenced her award-winning reportage on world 
affairs, human rights and conflict within and outside India

Mrs. Mberry Jobe is Programme 
Officer for The Gambia National 
Youth Council. She is responsible for 
networking and registration of Youth 
Organisations at the Council. Mberry 
also sits in the National Organizing 
Committee of The Gambia Internet 
Governance Forum representing the 

youth. 

Megan Cress is a connector and catalyst 
who builds strategic partnerships as a 
business development professional. 
Megan works with founders, 
innovators, investors, and partners as a 
change agent, to strengthen dialogues, 
think outside of the box and manage 
complex multi-stakeholder projects. 

Megan works with private clients and portfolio companies 
including startups, family offices, Fortune 500, and multinational 
organizations. Megan is an accomplished writer, performance 
artist, and inspirational speaker. 

Mbaye Seck Diop is currently the 
Deputy CEO and Co-founder of 
African Payment Gateway and former 
Group Head Digital  services of Wari 
Group. His firm currently has more 
than ten years of experience in digital  
banking services. The firm builds all 
digital ecosystem  in Wari, including a 

platform connecting to over a hundred banks on GIM-UEMOA 
networks.



MERON ALEMAYEHU
Junior Researcher, Ethiopian Biotech-
nology Institute

MODOU NS NJIE
Gambian Entrepreneur, Founder of 
FarmFresh

MIGNONE BERGE
Consultant, International Trade, De-
velopment and Environment Consul-
tancy

MOHAMED ELFAYOUMY
Former political advisor to the UN on 
Syria

Meron Alemayehu is a Junior 
Researcher at Ethiopian Biotechnology 
Institute, Emerging Technology 
Center. She received her BSc. degree 
in Computer Science from Mekelle 
University. She’s currently working 
under the Artificial Intelligence 
Directorate of the Machine learning 

Division. Her research interests in artificial intelligence include 
applying computer vision and machine learning to the health 
sector with the aim of providing better information and decision-
making tools to doctors at the point of patient care or during 
data analysis. Currently she is working on early detection of 
kidney abnormality using neural networks and introducing 
robotics to the education sector as an effective way of teaching 
programming to children.

Modou NS Njie is a Gambian 
entrepreneur and founder of 
FarmFresh. Through FarmFresh he 
wants to make natural organic foods 
available to everyone. Earlier this 
year, he was sponsored by Youth 
Empowerment Project to join the 
Gambian delegation and participate in 

the Youth Connekt Summit in Kigali, Rwanda. 

Mignone is an Economist and 
International Civil Servant. In 2008 she 
was a Trade Analyst and Economist 
at the Ministry of Trade, Industry, 
Regional Integration and Employment 
in The Gambia. From 2011 she worked 
at Daimler AG in Germany. She was 

on the Netherlands Traineeship Programme at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) in Switzerland in 2010. In 2007 she worked 
as a Coordinator for the Open Air Laboratories network (OPAL) 
at Imperial College London in the UK. She gained her Masters 
in Managing Rural Development at Imperial College London and 
her first degree with Honours in Geography at Brunel University.

Mohamed is an Egyptian Middle 
East Expert. His latest position was a 
political advisor for the UN on Syria. 
Currently engaged in governance 
reform and capacity building for 
governments across the Middle East. 
Mohamed was recognized as a World 
Fellow from Yale University in 2013 

and was awarded the Tutu fellowship for young African leaders in 
2014.  He served as his government’s representative to the Syrian 
Opposition and he was the Consul in the Egyptian Embassy in 
Syria where he was instrumental in evacuating thousands of 
Egyptian nationals from Syria during the conflict in 2011-13. He 
is also active in a number of civil society organizations working 
toward the political development of Egypt. 



MOHAMED DAOUD
Head of Governance, Risk and Com-
pliance,Thomson Reuters

NATALIA ENCISO BENITEZ
Founder, ISOC Paraguay Chapter 

MOULAY HAFID ELALAMY
Minister of Industry, Investment, 
Trade and Digital Economy, Morocco

NAZNEEN SULTANA
CEO, Grameen Communications

Mohamed Daoud is a Business 
Development Director specialized in 
Governance, Risk and Compliance 
with 20 years experience in the 
Banking and Financial sector in the 
USA, Europe and Middle-east.

Natalia Enciso Benítez is a Lawyer 
and Public Notary. She is involved 
in ICANN At-Large activities, and is 
a member of LACRALO.She has a 
Master in Contemporary Diplomacy 
(Internet Governance) from Malta 
University - DiploFoundation and 
LL.M in Information Technology & 

Telecommunication Law, University of Strathclyde, (UK). 

Mr Moulay Hafid ELALAMY was 
appointed as the Minister of Industry, 
Investment, Trade and Digital 
Economy. Mr.ELALAMY began his 
professional career in Canada as 
a senior advisor to the Ministry of 
Finance of Quebec before occupying 
the position of Director of Information 

Systems at a Canadian insurance company.On returning to 
Morocco, Mr Moulay Hafid ELALAMY joined the ONA Group 
where he occupied two senior positions: Secretary General of 
the group, and General Manager of the insurance subsidiary.He 
is also Vice President of the Moroccan Federation of Insurance 
and Reinsurance Companies and a member of the investment 
committee of the Moroccan Inter-professional Pension Fund.

Ms. Nazneen Sultana is Chief Executive 
Officer of Grameen Communications. 
At Grameen Communications she 
led various projects for reaching ICT 
to the remote villages, development 
of complete micro banking software 
that’s been being used by more than 
120 MFIs including Grameen Bank 

around the world. 
Having completed BS and MS in Applied Mathematics, she 
started her career at Grameen Bank and established ICT wing 
of the Bank.  She has experience in IT field for more than 22 
years, she’s been serving as Director of different IT companies 
and NGOs that deal with gender issues, affordable healthcare for 
poor, women empowerment and ICTD.



NDAO OUMAR
Project Manager, African Payment 
Gateway

NICOLO’ ANTONIO ANDREULA
Independent Economist

NIANE PAPA BOUGOUMA BASIL
CEO, Social Net Link

Ndao Oumar is currently Project 
Manager and CEO of APG, and has 
over ten years of experience in the 
banking Industry on fintech solutions 
both at the front and back office. He 
is a former Managing Director at Wari 
Group and was in charge of operations 
in over 35 coutries. He was also former 

head of E-banking/Retail & Retail Products at UBA Senegal.

Nicolo’ Andreula is a strategy expert, 
an economist and a university lecturer. 
He has worked for leading professional 
service firms such as McKinsey 
& Company and Goldman Sachs, 
building long-standing relationships 
with global clients like Google, Netflix 
and Uber. 

He is regularly invited to speak at high profile events at the 
Japan’s House of Representatives, the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa or APEC Senior Officer’s Meeting in 
Vietnam. 

He is a visiting lecturer at some of Asia’s leading business schools 
(Nanyang and CUHK) and his research work has been featured 
on several international publications, ranging from the Harvard 
Business Review to Forbes. Nicolo’ is also the co-founder of 
TEDxBari and a Junior Fellow of the Aspen Institute Italia

Basile Niane is a blogger and 
passionate about the web and new 
media. Initiator of Ndadjetweetup, 
(the biggest meeting of Senegalese 
bloggers) he was named best blogger 
/ ICT contents in Senegal by the 
incubator CTIC Dakar in 2014

A trainer in Web 2.0, Web activist, and 
former Chronicler Tech at RTS1 (Senegalese National Television), 
Basile Niane has has covered major events (live blogging) for 
major brands (IDRC, Sonatel, Microsoft-Samsung).

Basile Niane is a former President / Founding Member of 
the Senegal Bloggers Network and CEO of SocialNetLink, a 
technological information platform in Senegal



NIMUSIIMA BARBARA
Administrator, International Women’s 
Centre for Empowerment

OLUWAFEMI OSHO
Lecturer, Department of Cyber Se-
curity Science, Federal University of 
Technology, Minna, Nigeria.

NOSA DAG
Founder, 6060 Music Group, and 
Afrobeat Network Founder, 6060 Mu-
sic Group, and Afrobeat Network

Barbara is an  ICT/ Gender specialist and 
a dynamic advocate for transparency, 
building systems and structures that 
strengthen women’s movements and 
women’s rights agenda to eliminate 
social and economic inequalities.  She 
works with the International Womens’ 
Centre for Empowerment (IWCE) to 

develop programmes that enhance social responsive strategies, 
facilitate sustainable development primarily for women’s access 
to markets, prevention of Online Gender based violence, Internet 
governance, digital empowerment, enterprise development, 
innovative business and social services. 

Oluwafemi Osho is currently a 
lecturer in the Department of Cyber 
Security Science, Federal University 
of Technology, Minna, Nigeria. Prior 
to this, he headed the IT/Systems 
Department in one of the leading 

mortgage banks in Nigeria. 

A Certified Ethical Hacker, he is a member of different national 
and international associations. In addition to publishing a number 
of scientific papers in and reviewing for reputable journals and 
conference proceedings, Oluwafemi has served as speaker, 
panelist, rapporteur, and/or member of organizing committee 
in different conferences, including International Conference on 
Information Technology and Its Applications (ICTA), Nigeria 
Internet Government Forum (NIGF), and CyFy.

Nosa Dag Aghayere is a UK based 
Entertainment Businessman and 
Lawyer. He founded 6060 Music Group 
in 2001 with his business partner where 
they signed a number of producers, 
artists, and DJ’s who attained relative 

success in the UK Urban and Dance 
Music Charts. In 2014 Nosa Dag (as he is popularly known) set 
up Afrobeat Network Ltd, a company bridging the gap between 
emerging startup tech companies and the African Entertainment 
Industry. Nosa is involved in the Entertainment Industry 
Education in Africa and the UK, Corporate Industry Events, and 
Global Entertainment platforms like (MIDEM the leading music 
industry event for the music ecosystem, and MIPTV the Global 
TV and Digital Content Market). He is also an Executive Producer 
on various music and movie projects in Africa and the UK.      



OLUWAGBENGA OLABISI SESAN
Executive Director, Paradigm Initia-
tive

ONYEAMAUCHICHUKWU OSUAGWU
Chief Science Officer, COSIGN

Gbenga Sesan is the Executive Director 
of Paradigm Initiative. His consulting 
experience includes assignments 
completed for numerous institutions, 
including Microsoft, Harvard University 
and United Nations agencies, among 
others, in over 30 countries. 

A Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneur of the Year (2014) and 
former member of the United Nations Committee of eLeaders 
on Youth and ICT, he is a CyberStewards Fellow, Crans Montana 
Forum Fellow, Archbishop Desmond Tutu Leadership Fellow, 
Ashoka Fellow, Our Common Future Fellow and Cordes Fellow. 
‘Gbenga served as a member of the Presidential committees on 
Harmonization of Information Technology, Telecommunications 
and Broadcasting Sectors (2006) and Roadmap for the 
Achievement of Accelerated Universal Broadband Infrastructure 
and Services Provision (2013). 

He was listed by CNN as one of the Top 10 African Tech Voices 
on Twitter and by Ventures Africa as one of 40 African Legends 
Under 40. 

Dr. Onyema Osuagwu is the Chief 
Science Officer of COSIGN, a social 
commerce company that lets you 
shop directly from images. 

He is the former Artificial Intelligence/
Machine Learning thrust Lead for 
Advanced Health Technologies at 

Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory and an 
Associate Professor in Physics and Computer Science at CUNY.  

His research interests include but are not limited to artificial 
intelligence, cyber security, machine learning, cognition and 
computation in the human brain, brain-machine interfaces, the 
physics of information, robotics and neuromorphic circuitry. He 
has a portfolio of companies, including BioNanoTech, a biotech 
startup which he leads as CEO.



PAPE OUMAR YAM
Co-founder, OuiCarry

PAULA KIFT
Civil Liberties Engineer, Palantir Tech-
nologies 

PALI LEHOHLA
Former Statistician-General, South 
Africa

RAJA KRISHNA MENON
Director, Bandra West Pictures 

Oumar Yam is co founder of speed 
mail service, a local delivery company 
in senegal, and ouicarry, a platform 
which is a provider of transport, 
collection, delivery and remote 
purchasing services that helps its 
customers to receive parcels around 
the world. Oumar is also member of 

the senegalese start up association board .

Paula Kift is a Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Engineer at Palantir 
Technologies, which she joined upon 
graduating with a master’s degree in 
Media, Culture, and Communication 
from New York University in 2016. At 
Palantir, she primarily focuses on the 
technical implementation of EU data 

protection law. Paula holds a BA summa cum laude in French, 
European Cultural Studies and Near Eastern Studies from 
Princeton University and a master’s degree in public policy from 
the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin.

Pali Lehohla is the former Statistician-
General of South Africa and former 
head of Statistics South Africa from 
2000 – 2017.  In addition he held a 
number of positions during his tenure 
as Statistician-General.  He served as 
co-chair of PARIS21 and as Chair of the 
United Nations Statistics Commission. 

He was the founding chair of the Statistics Commission of 
Africa (StatCom Africa) and chaired the African Symposium for 
Statistical Development (ASSD) up until his retirement in 2017. 
He was the Vice President of the International Statistics Institute 
(ISI) and a sponsor of the Young African Statistician (YAS) 
movement.  He was one of the 25 person team of Independent 
Expert Advisory Group advising United Nations Secretary 
General Ban Ki Moon on Data Revolution.  He is one of the ten 
member Independent Advisory Panel (IAP) to the UN Secretary 
General on the health of mothers, adolescents and children.

Raja Krishna Menon has worked in 
the Indian film industry for nearly 25 
years. He has produced and directed 
over 300 TV commercials, and has 
made documentaries for both Indian 
and international clients. Menon 
has directed and produced four 
Hindi language feature length films 

including the early independent “Bas Yun Hi”, “Barah Aana”, the 
huge commercial hit “Airlift”, and the Indian adaptation of Jon 
Favreau’s much acclaimed film “Chef”. He have received multiple 
awards for his work and his films have been acclaimed at  several 
international film festivals. 



RAJEEV MANTRI
Executive Director, Navam Capital

RAYMOND LUGINA
Founder and Managing Director, P2P 
IT CONSULT 

RONAK GOPALDAS
DIRECTOR, SIGNAL RISK

Rajeev Mantri is executive director 
of India-based venture capital firm 
Navam Capital.

Prior to founding Navam Capital, 
Rajeev worked as a venture capitalist 
at New York-based Lux Capital. 
Rajeev has contributed articles on 

technology, investing, venture capital 
and entrepreneurship in India to The Wall Street Journal, Mint, 
Financial Times, The New York Times, MIT Technology Review 
and others. 

In August 2010, Rajeev co-founded Vyome Biosciences, a 
biopharmaceuticals company, serving as Vyome’s president 
through the company’s formative years. Rajeev graduated with 
a BS in materials science and engineering from Northwestern 
University, and an MBA from Columbia University.

Raymond Lugina is the managing 
director of P2P IT Consult Tanzania 
Limited Raymond brings new 
innovations in IT industry from Indian 
Institute of Software Technology 
across all businesses especially in 
Cloud computing, Automation and 
artificial intelligence, Embedded 

technology and Information Security. Raymond has introduced 
an Advance recruitment platform driven by machine learning 
& Artificial Intelligence that can enable any organizations 
to automate their complete recruitment life-cycle from Job 
Requisition till On boarding on a single platform. Raymond brings 
a new era of Human Resource with Technological innovations to 
all Recruitment agencies , Public Service Recruitment Secretariat 
, NGO ‘s and Private Institutions.

Ronak Gopaldas works in the 
intersection of politics, economics 
and business for Africa. He is the 
former Head of Country Risk at  
Rand Merchant Bank (RMB). In 2016, 
he delivered a powerful Tedx talk 
entitled “Embracing Africa: beyond 
the binaries” and in November 2015, 
he participated in the Asian Forum on 

Global Governance in New Delhi with a number of young leaders 
from around the world. He is a fellow of the young African 
Leadership Initiative (YALI) and was selected as one of South 
Africa’s “Brightest Young Minds” in 2011. 
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development and research specialist 
who has worked with several 
organizations and projects funded by 
international donors and government 
bodies such as  USAID, Department 

for International Development,UK, and 
the International Development Research Centre (Canada). She 
has over twelve years of extensive experience both in the private 
and social sector, having worked on wide ranging issues such as 
gender analysis and mainstreaming, qualitative and quantitative 
research & policy analysis in the social sector, ICT4D, document 
review, monitoring and evaluation, project management, capacity 
building/training, lobbying & advocacy, proposal writing/
fundraising and representation of organizations in regional and 
international meetings

Samir Saran is the President of 
Observer Research Foundation 
(ORF), one of Asia’s most influential 
think tanks. Working with the Board, 
he provides strategic direction and 
leadership to ORF’s multiple centres 
on fund raising, research projects, 
platform design and outreach 

initiatives including stakeholder engagement.

He curates the Raisina Dialogue, India’s annual flagship platform 
on geopolitics and geo-economics, and chairs CyFy, India’s 
annual conference on cyber security and internet governance. He 
spearheads the Foundation’s efforts to foster new international 
partnerships and globalise its platforms.

Samir is also a Commissioner of The Global Commission on the 
Stability of Cyberspace, member of the South Asia advisory 
board of the World Economic Forum, and a part of its Global 
Future Council on Cybersecurity. He is also the Director of 
the Centre for Peace and Security at the Sardar Patel Police 
University, Jodhpur, India.
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and has participated in the Bucerius Summer School on Global 
Governance in Hamburg.  
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higher education in Africa and Asia. 
Her work with Moringa School is 
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Bank, Fast Company, Forbes, International Finance Corporation, 
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several years in software engineering and experience design, 
including building the network of top Silicon Valley coding 
schools, Hack Reactor, from a startup to holding the #1 market 
position in its category globally. She also founded and lead the 
Hack Reactor Women’s group and the Inclusion.Tech community 
and newsletter, mentored high school students through Mission 
Bit, and served as an instructor for Women Who Code in San 
Francisco.
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Secretary with the Ministry of External 
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Accenture

Sandiso leads Accenture’s Open 
Innovation for Africa which bridges 
the gap between start-ups and 
Accenture’s corporate clients through 
co-creation. Open Innovation forms 
corporate-Tstart-up partnerships that 
solve business problems and laterally 
accelerates entrepreneurial growth 

in Africa. She is the founder of the non-profit organization 
‘Born to Succeed’, which advocates for young women’s rights 
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participation. Her ‘Khwela’ EdTech platform, that provides 
affordable tertiary education for marginalised groups, afforded 
her to represent South Africa at the World Bank Youth Summit 
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Sustainable Development Goals Ambassador.
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Global Commission on the Stability of 

Cyberspace.  
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an Intelligence Fellow with the White House National Security 
Council and on a US delegation to the United Nations Group 
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Disaster Committee on Cybercrime and Cybersecurity. 
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cyber threat monitoring system under the chairmanship of the 
Honourable Minister to ensure timely response of cyber threats at 
national level. She is also the Gender Focal Point at the Ministry.  
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as an Economist at the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace. 
Shimelse has published several articles and policy papers on the 
rise of developing countries, international trade, Global Middle 
Class, and Africa. His research articles have been published 
on Carnegie’s International Economics Bulletin(IEB), Foreign 
Policy magazine, and Voxeu.org. Shimelse is also a founder of 
www.meshcart.com - a U.S. based e-commerce platform that 
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holds an MSc in Economics. Shimelse is an alumnus of Bucerius 
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Websummit. As one of the 40 French Tech Generation expert 
she has contributed to the French Tech Generation 1000. 
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Sunjoy Joshi is the Chairman of the 
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a Master’s Degree in English Literature 
from Allahabad University, India, as 
well as in Development Studies from 
University of East Anglia, Norwich. 
He also studied Upstream Economics 
and Risk Analysis at the Petroleum 

Economist, Woking, UK. During his career spanning over 25 
years in the Indian Administrative Service, Sunjoy has gained 
experience across the conventional as well as non-conventional 
energy sectors. He has handled oil and gas exploration as Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas and was 
the Government nominated Director on the Boards of ONGC, 
OVL, OIL and MRPL. Sunjoy headed the Madhya Pradesh Energy 
Development Agency as its Managing Director and served as
Chairman of M.P. Windfarms. 

Susan Bakesha is a gender specialist 
with a wide experience in research and 
training, gender audit, policy analysis, 
program design, implementation and 
evaluation. She has participated in 
a number of development projects 
aimed at promoting gender equality 
and women’s empowerment. She has 

built the capacity and skills of individuals and groups at national 
and international level in gender and women’s rights. Her main 
areas of focus include gender and ICT, gender responsive 
budgeting, women in governance, and gender based violence.

Tamer is a television presenter and 
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Masr El-Nahrda, a popular Egyptian 
live television talk show from Cairo, 
which airs on the Egyptian National 
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Thammasat Consulting Center as well 
as lecturer in international business at 
Thammasat Business School. He has 
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of the digital economy in Thailand 
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as Google, PayPal, US ASEAN Business Council , Asia Internet 
Coalition, Ministry of Finance, and the Ministry of Commerce’s, 
Office of SME Promotion .  He is currently member of Regional 
Advisory Council at Partnership for Online Platforms and 
Sustainable Development .Furthermore, he has extensive 
experience in  policymaking, working as member of staff to the 
Deputy Interior Minister and Finance Minister. He is currently 
Director of Research at Future Innovative Thailand Institute. 



TENSAEY AYALEW
Developer, ICog-Labs

VENKATESH KRISHNAMOORTHY
Country Manager, BSA | The Software 
Alliance

TOM OSBORN
Non-executive director & board mem-
ber, Greenchar

VICTOR KAPIYO
Board Member, Kenya ICT Action 
Network

Tensae Berhan is an Artificial 
Intelligence software developer 
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an accredited freelance Android App 
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Electrical and Computer Engineering from Addis Ababa Institute 
of Technology and is certified in several courses from top 
universities such as Computer Science from Harvard University 
and Machine Learning from Stanford University.

Venkatesh Krishnamoorthy is the 
Country Manager for BSA | The 
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on policy issues around personal data 
protection, privacy, cybersecurity, 
cloud adoption and emerging 
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use of secure and licensed software. Before his role at BSA, 
Venkatesh was an at APCO Worldwide specializing in policy 
advocacy for the technology sector.   
He has worked at the intersection of Business, Government and 
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the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore.
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Golden Climate Environmental Project Olympiad Silver Medalist. 
Tom  partners with prominent organizations like General Electric, 
MIT, and Echoing green and has also been featured on different 
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ICT, intellectual property, leadership, 
public policy and social justice. He’s 
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the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ Kenya). Further, he 
currently serves on the boards of the Kenya ICT Action Network 
(KICTANet) and Youth Alive Kenya, and is a founding partner 
of Lawmark Partners LLP, a legal services firm based in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 
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Head of Research in Innovations and 
Digital at SKOLKOVO School of Management. In his writing and 
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growth and social development in emerging markets through 
innovations and digital technologies. He has taught on the 
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had published extensively in Russian and international academic 
and business titles, and spoke at conferences and forums in 
Russia, India, Hong Kong, Germany, Switzerland. 

Yao Zhang, founder and CEO of 
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Company” at the 2014 World Learning 
Technology Summit and a “Top 30 
Innovations Company in 2015 SVIEF”, 

provides a cloud-based learning 
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Women in Robotics in 2015” by RoboHub, and most recently 
honored as a 2016 Young Global Leader by Davos World 
Economic Forum, an Innovation Ambassador by the United 
Nations (UNCTAD), a Global Future Council AI & Robotics 
Committee member and one of “7 Women in AI & Robotics” by 
major tech media. Yao Zhang and RoboTerra frequently appear 
on CNBC, Forbes, Business Insider and other media. 
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career in 2008. Since then, he has 
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ICT network of the Abuja Technology 
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Yusuph Kileo is a cybersecurity and 
digital forensics investigations expert 
and a Board Member for AfICTA.  He 
has worked with the Tanzania Police 
Force, utilising his skills in digital 
forensics investigations, and gaining 
experience in the field. He extended the 
cybercrime unit performance and has 
conducted several training sessions 

and provided insights on cyber challenges in Tanzania. He has 
worked with Deloitte, a credible consulting firm in the country. 
Working with Deloitte has taught him to be hard working, flexible 
and to get things done efficiently. He has also worked with BTG 
US and a Tanzania-based organisation that offers training for 
managers in different organisations. 

Zillur Rahman is the Executive Director 
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several awards at home and abroad 
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talk shows. He worked in a number of leading dailies, weekly 
magazines and Radio. He is the author of two non-fiction books 
and edited some unique books on politics. He worked for the 
World Bank and UNICEF as consultant. He also heads CCN, a 
media consultancy firm. 

Zelalem Fantahun Abate is a Senior 
Natural Language Processing 
scientist at iCog-Labs research and 
development company based in Addis 
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contributes in different international 
commercial Artificial Intelligence 
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iCog-Labs he served the government in Adama Science and 
Technology University as an e-learning administrator, webmaster 
and as a team leader in Information Communication Technology 
directorate. He helped develop a mobile app which gives useful 
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protect unwanted pregnancy and STI. Zelalem holds a B.Sc. in 
Information Systems and M.Sc. in Computational Linguistics from 
Addis Ababa University.
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