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His Excellency Mr. Paolo Gentiloni, the Prime Minister of Italy, 

Ambassador Lorenzo ANGELONI, Ambassador of Italy to India 

Excellencies, Colleagues, friends, and patrons. 

On behalf of ORF, It is my privilege to welcome you all this evening for a talk by Prime Minister Gentiloni 

on “Italy, the EU and India - A Strong Partnership in a Time of Global Challenges” 

India and EU, as noted recently by the EU Ambassador to India, are natural partners with both sharing 

the common values of democracy, internal diversity and respect to human rights and rule based 

international order. The convergence of interest today in the changing global realities provides a strong 

rationale to further deepen the strategic partnership between the two. The recently concluded summit 

was an effort aimed at expanding the relation in security and strategic domain as well. 

So far economics and trade has been a major driver of relations between India and the EU, which gained 

momentum after the launch of the EU-India Strategic Partnership in 2004 and the Joint Action Plan in 

2005. EU today is India’s biggest trading partner with share of almost 13.5% of India’s overall trade with 

the world while India is the EU's 9th trading partner with 2.2% of EU's overall trade as of 2016. After a 

phase of relative slowdown in the momentum between the two, there is opportunity for both to build 

on the existing relation and extend it to the spheres of common interests. With development being the 

prime driver of Prime Minister Modi’s foreign policy with flagship programs like Make in India, Smart 

cities, Skilling initiatives and focus on infrastructure and rural growth there is lot of potential for EU and 

India to have meaningful partnership in these schemes and programmes. Of course our different 

economic evolution also poses some challenges in reconciling our trading expectations, but as India 

grows and EU recognizes its essential role in the EU economy, many differences are likely to be 

reconciled. With individual members like Italy, India can work in achieving this. 

Counter-Terrorism is a critical area where India and EU can co-operate to tackle the menace collectively. 

India has long been cautioning the world from various international forums regarding the nature and 

threat international terrorism poses to international peace and security. With increasing terrorist 

networks and multiple avenues available for the proliferation of terrorist ideologies, the world is 

witnessing unprecedented threat of extremism, violence and radicalism across the globe. It is therefore 

imperative to deal with it collectively. This is an important area where both can work together to build a 

substantial consensus and ensure an early adoption of UN Comprehensive Convention on International 

Terrorism. 

On defence and Security, India has so far dealt with individual states of EU having robust arrangement 

with countries like Germany and France. Recent Rafeal deal with France will also have long term 

implications for India-EU ties. There is potential for to expand the security co-operation among the two. 

Maritime Security and Counter-piracy is an important area where the co-operation can be strengthened 



without much effort. This is an important area for both. In the recent summit, India and the EU 

reaffirmed their commitment to enhance maritime security cooperation in the Indian Ocean and 

beyond. Both sides noted the recent joint manoeuvres (PASSEX) between the EU Naval Force and the 

Indian Navy off the coast of Somalia, as a successful example of naval cooperation. It is in the interest of 

the both EU and India to have security, stability and open seas in the context of developing the "blue 

economy".  

Afghanistan also provides an opportunity for the co-operation between the two as both could work 

together in many areas including regional cooperation, capacity building, police and military training, 

higher education and strengthening institutions of democracy. 

Italy is the fourth largest trade partner of India amongst all the EU countries with a number of Italian 

companies operate in India. Given robust manufacturing capabilities, Italy can be a crucial partner of 

India in Modi’s Make in India initiative. The two way trade between the countries stood at USD 8.28 

billion in 2015-16. India has attracted USD 2.23 billion foreign direct investment from Italy during April 

2000 and December 2016. Major Italian brands like like FIAT, Piaggio, Ferrero, Vespa have been in Indian 

markets for long and there is room to increase this engagement. For instance, Ferrero that recently 

announced its intention of doubling its investment in India.   

The Challenge posed by Climate Change is now dominating international debates and countries are 

searching for solutions and for alternative energy sources. Italy being one of the world's largest 

producers of renewable energy, can be a valuable partner for India in its effort to sustainable and 

environment friendly development initiatives. India’s growing demand for energy and Italy’s experience 

in renewable energy offers a lot of scope and a vast area for partnership …this will help both countries 

and the world.  

Terrorism has been one of the major points of discussion between the two and even the foreign 

minister Sushma Swaraj and Minister Gentiloni discussed at their last meeting. There are positive signs 

of co-operation in this critical domain and more institutionalized co-operation along with the EU can be 

strived for. 

Mr Prime Minister your much awaited visit to India promises to infuse a new energy and direction in our 

bilaterals, and we at ORF are hopeful that the two countries will continue to grow their cooperation for 

the benefit of their people and in service of the larger global community.  

Without further ado, It is my honour and privilege to invite His Excellency, Paolo Gentiloni, Prime 

Minister of Italy, to give this evening’s special address. 

Prime Minister Sir. 

 


